
DATE:           February 28, 2019 

  

TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:           Representative Mike Rohrkaste 
                        Representative Rick Gundrum 
                        Senator Van Wanggaard 

  

RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-2274/1 and LRB-2277/1, relating to: going armed with 
an electric weapon by private security personnel. 

  

DEADLINE:   March 13, 2019 at 5:00 PM 
  

The State of Wisconsin licenses private detectives, private investigators, and private security 

personnel. An additional license is available for these individuals if they wish to carry a firearm 

while on duty. That license can only be obtained after training mandated in statute and 

administrative code and approved by the Wisconsin Law Enforcement Standards Board. Electric 

weapons, such as Tasers, are not eligible under current law to be carried under that license. 

It is a Class H felony to carry an electric weapon, with an exception for law enforcement or 

correctional officers on official duty or for people with a concealed carry license. This bill would 

allow the population listed above – licensed security officers, private detectives, and private 

investigators who are trained and currently carrying firearms on duty – to also carry a Taser 

while on duty. This creates one additional step in the use of force continuum and gives the option 

for nonlethal force to trained professionals who could be facing a dangerous situation. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation please contact Rep. Rohrkaste's office at 6-

5719 or Rep.Rohrkaste@legis.wi.gov or Senator Wanggaard's office at 6-1832 

or Sen.Wanggaard@legis.wi.gov, by 5:00 pm on March 13, 2019. Legislators will be added 

to both the Senate and Assembly versions unless otherwise specified. 
 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, it is a Class H felony to carry an electric weapon (such as a Taser). 
Current law provides exceptions to the prohibition for certain persons such as law 
enforcement or correctional officers on official duty or persons with a license to carry a 
concealed weapon. This bill creates an exception for a person who holds a license or permit 
as a private detective, a private investigator, or private security personnel while the person 
is on official duty if the person may carry a firearm while on official duty. 
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