
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Sen. André Jacque 

Rep. Shae Sortwell 
  

DATE: June 10, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of 2270/1: relating to sand removed from Lake Michigan or Lake 
Superior. 

  
DEADLINE: Tuesday, June 25th at 3:00pm 
  
  
We will be introducing legislation to remove sand that tests free of environmental contamination 
and has been naturally deposited on the bed of Lake Michigan or Lake Superior from the list of solid 
waste. 
  
Currently, the Department of Natural Resources administers rules relating to the management and 
disposal of solid waste. Solid waste includes garbage, sludge from treatment plants, pollution 
control facilities, and other discarded or salvageable materials, with exceptions for materials from 
domestic sewage, irrigation return flows, or industrial discharges. 
  
LRB 2270 changes the definition of solid waste to ensure that dredged naturally deposited sand can 
be more easily re-used if a sediment sample analysis indicates an average level of contamination 
below background or below the level of contamination present at the proposed deposit area.  This 
is a common sense adjustment that ensures environmental protections remain in place while 
saving money for municipalities that otherwise face substantial costs to dispose of a still valuable 
and reusable material, allowing coastal communities to reclaim beach areas. 
  
One of the stated intents of existing state statutes and administrative codes is to promote re-use of 
materials. Essentially, LRB 2270 would allow for re-use of what amounts to clean beach sand and 
eliminates the need to truck the material inland to an expensive containment facility.  Any 
containment facility used under current law is presently considered a landfill by the DNR, thus 
imposing another set of regulations, offering one more reason that reform is needed. 
  
To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Sen. 
Jacque's office at 6-3512 or Rep. Sortwell's Office at 7-9870 by 3:00pm on Tuesday, June 25th. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill provides that the definition of "solid waste" does not include certain sediments removed 
from the bed of Lake Michigan or Lake Superior. 
  
Under current law, the Department of Natural Resources administers rules relating to the 
management and disposal of solid waste.  "Solid waste" includes garbage, sludge from treatment 
plants and pollution control facilities, and other discarded or salvageable materials.  "Solid waste" 
does not include material in domestic sewage, irrigation return flows, or industrial discharges 
subject to permits or certain radioactive or nuclear materials.  This bill provides that "solid waste" 



does not include sand naturally deposited on the bed of Lake Michigan or Lake Superior that is 
removed and for which a sediment sample analysis indicates an allowable level of contamination. 
 


