
TO: All Legislators 

FROM: Representative Brostoff 

Senator Larson 

DATE: October 18, 2019 

RE: Cosponsorship of LRB-2249, Relating to: Training requirements for 

Alzheimer's care staff 

  

Cosponsorship of LRB-2250, Relating to: coordinating a response to 
Alzheimer's disease and dementia, authorizing a coordinator 
position, and making an appropriation. 

    

DEADLINE: October 31, 2019 

  

Receiving a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s or dementia is devastating for the patient and their loved 

ones. As the illness progresses, the patient can be expected to lose not only their memory but the 

ability to independently care for themselves. The loss of independence and bodily autonomy 

combined with confusion, and commonly depression, fills the later years of a person’s life with 

struggles.  

  

It is essential that our state’s care staff are trained how to effectively, safely, and 

compassionately assist with a variety of daily living tasks as well as how to how to anticipate and 

assist with obstacles in a respectful manner. Caregivers must understand and be able to adapt to 

changing circumstances as the disease progresses, what to watch for to prevent illness and injury, 

and how to help the client maintain quality of life. 

  

Wisconsin does not currently require caregivers to receive Alzheimer’s and dementia-specific 

training. LRB - 2249 will require completion of six hours of initial training and two hours of 

refresher training every two years for all staff and caregivers who regularly interact with patients 

with these diseases. 

  

Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia currently impact the quality of life for nearly 110,000 

Wisconsinites over the age of 64. Estimates show that by the year 2024 this number could reach 

242,000. LRB - 2250 creates a position at DHS to study, recommend, coordinate, and monitor 

initiatives and programs statewide. 

  

Senator Larson will be introducing senate companion bills for each. 

  

If you would like to sign onto this bill, please reply to this email by 5:00 p.m., October 31, 

2019 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
LRB - 2249  
This bill requires the following training to be completed by employees or contractors of adult family 

homes, community-based residential facilities, home health agencies, nursing homes, or residential care 

apartment complexes who provide care or support services for individuals with Alzheimer's disease or 



dementia:  1) at least six hours of initial training on dementia; and 2) at least two hours of advanced 

training on dementia to be completed during every two years after the initial training. 
  
  
LRB - 2250  
This bill requires the Department of Health Services to coordinate the state's response to Alzheimer's 

disease and dementia issues and authorizes a position in DHS to coordinate the state's response to 

Alzheimer's disease and dementia issues. For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will 

be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
 


