
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 

 
FROM:           Rep. Jeremy Thiesfeldt, Rep. Chris Taylor 
                        Senator Alberta Darling, Senator Patty Schachtner 
  

RE:                 Co-Sponsor LRB 2240: Creating a Sexual Assault Kit Tracking 
System 

  

Deadline:      Friday, July 19, 2019 

  

  
According to the WI Department of Health Services, only 39% of sexual assaults are 
reported to law enforcement nationally. In Wisconsin, that translates into 12,672 sexual 
assault victims, or the population of Two Rivers, Wisconsin. Unfortunately, for many 
victims, reporting their assault is just the beginning of a long road to healing and hopefully 
justice. Frequently, the first step in that road is a physical exam by a forensic nurse and 
the collection of evidence compiled in a "sexual assault kit." This kit is then transferred 
for processing to the state crime lab or law enforcement agency. Victims often have no 
idea where their kit is and the status of the processing, causing many victims to feel 
disempowered or helpless.  
  
LRB- 2240 establishes a much-needed sexual assault kit tracking system to allow sexual 
assault victims to anonymously track or receive updates about the status of their sexual 
assault kit throughout the criminal justice process, from the time it is collected to its 
disposal. The system will be privacy-protected, and will allow health, forensic, law 
enforcement, and legal professionals at each step of kit collection to be able to enter 
accurate information and to track the status of the kit, as appropriate. 
  
The goal is to create a survivor focused system that will ensure the privacy and protection 
of the survivor at every step, while adding a layer of autonomy that gives the survivor the 
ability to be informed and involved in the process. 
  
If you would like to sign on to this legislation, please contact Katie in Rep. Thiesfeldt's 
office, Cara in Rep. Taylor's office, or Rachel in Senator Darling's office by Friday, July 
19th.  Co-sponsors will be added to both the Assembly and Senate bills unless otherwise 
requested. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  



This bill requires the Department of Justice to maintain a data bank, to be known 
as the Wisconsin Sexual Assault Kit Tracking System, for the purpose of providing victims 
of sexual assault access to information about the status of any sexual assault kit he or 
she has provided. 
 


