
TO:                  Legislative Colleagues 
FROM:             Rep. Chris Taylor 
                        Sen. LaTonya Johnson 

DATE:             January 17, 2020 
RE:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB 0584, BPA Disclosure Act 
  
Deadline:      Monday, January 27th, 2020 by 12:00pm 

  
  
Consumers in Wisconsin have the right to know if harmful chemicals like BPA are lining the 
containers of the food and drinks they provide for their families. Under current law, BPA is 
already banned from use in children’s products, but it can still be used in the 
manufacturing of food and drink containers, including infant formula. This bill improves 
our state’s consumer protections by requiring food containers containing Bisphenol A 
(BPA) to disclose it on the label. 
  
BPA can cause serious health problems, especially if a child is exposed at a young age. 
Exposure to BPA is associated with breast cancer and childhood sickness, and women who 
are pregnant or nursing are advised to limit their exposure to BPA. Children are especially 
susceptible to the adverse health effects of BPA, since their brains and bodies are still 
developing. 
  
BPA might also be linked to other negative health outcomes, including diabetes and heart 
disease.  
This bill is necessary because BPA is present in the lining of most canned foods.  Testing by 
the Environmental Working Group (EWG) found that BPA leaches from the liner into the 
food itself, causing consumers to eat food contaminated with BPA.  The EWG found that 
canned pasta and soups contain the highest levels of BPA.  BPA is also present in some 
cardboard juice boxes, plastic containers and metal water bottles lined with a plastic 
coating. 
Currently, consumers are left to guess as to whether the container of a given food product 
contains BPA.  Given the serious health problems linked to BPA, it is important that 
consumers know which products they purchase contain the chemical especially pregnant 
women and families who have children.  Attached is a copy of the LRB. 
  
If you would like to cosponsor the BPA Disclosure Act, please reply to this email or call Rep. 
Taylor’s office at 266-5342 by 12pm on January 27th, 2020.  Thank you. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill creates requirements for food containers that contain bisphenol A (BPA) 
that are similar to requirements for children's containers under current law. The bill 
defines “food container" as any container in which any food or beverage is intended to be 
enclosed for the retail sale of the food or beverage.  The bill prohibits the manufacture or 
wholesale of food containers that contain BPA unless the manufacturer or wholesaler 



ensures that the food container is conspicuously labeled as containing BPA.  The bill also 
prohibits a person from selling food or beverage at retail in a container that contains BPA 
unless the container is conspicuously labeled as containing BPA.  The bill's requirements do 
not apply to sales of used food containers. 

The bill authorizes the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection 
to bring actions to restrain violations of the bill and to order manufacturers, wholesalers, 
and retail sellers to recall food containers sold in violation of the bill.  The bill also subjects 
a manufacturer or wholesaler who violates the bill to a forfeiture of not less than $100 and 
not more than $10,000 for each violation, and retail sellers to a forfeiture of not less than 
$50 and not more than $200 for each violation.  In addition, the bill requires a court that 
imposes a forfeiture under the bill to also impose a 50 percent surcharge, which is 
appropriated to DATCP for enforcing and administering both the child container 
requirements under current law and the food container requirements under the bill. 
 


