
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:      All Legislators 
  
From:   Representative Krug 
                Senator Jerry Petrowski 
            
Date:   Thursday September 12, 2019 
  
RE: To support donation of farm and food products to food banks and making an 
appropriation 
  
Deadline:  5:00 PM on Monday, September 23, 2019 
  
Noting that September is Hunger Action Month in the State of Wisconsin, we are 
introducing LRB 2154 the “Harvest for Hope” grant proposal, to create a public-private 
partnership between the State of Wisconsin, food banks in the state, and Wisconsin’s 
agricultural and food industry. 
  
The issue of hunger in our state is well-known. We want to bring a new tool against it. 
Each year in Wisconsin, millions of pounds of edible and nutritious produce remain 
unharvested in farm fields due to fluctuating market forces and unpredictable surpluses. 
This produce goes unused even though 13% of Wisconsin residents – nearly 720,000 
individuals – are at risk of hunger each day. To help combat this serious hunger issue, 
many Wisconsin farmers have always donated surplus produce to local food programs. 
However, these farmers incur a loss during the harvesting process. 
  
The “Harvest for Hope” program created under this proposal will significantly increase 
the amount of healthy and nutritious vegetables available at Wisconsin food banks for 
state residents at risk of hunger, while also benefitting Wisconsin farmers and food 
processors. 
  

-          The Harvest for Hope public-private partnership will help expand and 
advance farmers’ charitable efforts by providing a financial incentive for farmers 
to donate fresh, surplus produce to Wisconsin food banks. 

  
-          The produce donated will help to feed hungry Wisconsinites across the state. 

  
-          Harvest for Hope will leverage efficiencies of scale in harvesting and 
processing of food to unlock vast amounts of fresh, nutritious canned Wisconsin-
grown commodities for Wisconsin food banks. Specifically, Harvest for Hope 
requires the Department of Agriculture Trade & Consumer Protection (DATCP) to 
award $1 to a statewide association of food banks for every $1 of private funds 
that the association raises for the donation and processing of Wisconsin-grown 
agricultural products. Under the proposal, DATCP may award a total of $250,000 
in each fiscal year of a biennium. 



  
The funds will be used to assist with harvest costs incurred by farmers who donate 
Wisconsin-grown produce, and the funds will also assist with the preservation, 
transportation, and distribution to local food banks and food pantries. In a number of 
ways, Harvest for Hope will significantly increase the amount of healthy, locally-grown 
produce available for Wisconsin residents at risk of hunger. 
  
Please join us in supporting this important and needed proposal. 
  
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill requires the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection to 
award an annual grant to a nonprofit organization that operates as a statewide 
association of food banks to promote the donation of excess and unmarketable farm 
and food products from farms and food processing facilities to food banks.  In awarding 
the grant, the bill requires DATCP to award $1 for every $1 of private funds the grant 
recipient raises for this purpose, up to a total of $250,000 in a fiscal year.  Under the bill, 
DATCP must require the grant recipient to use the grant money to reimburse farmers 
and food processing facilities for the cost of harvesting, packaging for transport, and 
transporting to food banks excess or unmarketable farm and food products and to 
process, warehouse, and transport donated farm and food products to food banks, food 
processing facilities, and food pantries.  The bill prohibits DATCP from awarding this 
grant after June 30, 2020. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
  
---- 
 
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please e-mail my office or call 6-0215 
before 5:00 PM Monday, September 23, 2019.  
 


