
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

DATE:              April 1, 2019 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 

  
FROM:            Reps. Joel Kitchens and Jill Billings 
                        Sens. André Jacque and Janet Bewley 
                        
RE:                   LRB-2153: relating to requiring a lodging marketplace and owners of short-term 
rentals to provide to local governments certain information about room tax collections 

  
DEADLINE:     Monday, April 15, 2019 at 5 p.m. 
  
We will be introducing LRB-2153 to implement specific procedures to ensure that municipalities 
have the tools they need to be able to collect the accurate amount of room taxes they are 
entitled to from lodging marketplaces and owners of short-term rentals. 
  
LRB-2153 requires certain lodging marketplaces – businesses such as Airbnb and HomeAway – 
to provide municipalities that impose room taxes with the following information: 
  

•         The gross amount of room tax collected from each property in the municipality 

•         The number of nights each property was rented 

•         The number of nights each property was available 

•         The amount of total sales from all properties that are subject to the tax 

•         The total amount of room tax that is being remitted for each short-term rental 
property 

  
This particular stipulation applies to all lodging marketplaces that are registered with the state 
Department of Revenue, which requires them to collect taxes and forward room tax revenues 
to a municipality. 
  
If a lodging marketplace does not have a license from the DOR, then the owner of the short-
term rental property is responsible for collecting, reporting and submitting the taxes and 
required data. 
  
By necessitating this information, it will help guarantee that municipalities are getting the 
correct amount of room tax collections they deserve and that the money is not mistakenly 
going to other communities. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-2153, please reply to this email or contact Rep. Kitchens' 
office at 266-5350, Rep. Billings' office at 266-5780, Sen. Jacque's office at 266-3512 or Sen. 



Bewley's office at 266-3510. All co-sponsors will be added to the companion version of the bill 
unless otherwise requested. 
  
The deadline to co-sponsor this legislation is Monday, April 15, 2019 at 5 p.m. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill requires a lodging marketplace and owners of certain short-term rentals to provide a 
city, village, or town (municipality) that imposes a room tax with certain information about the 
lodging marketplace's or owner's room tax collections. 
 
A lodging marketplace is defined as a platform through which an unaffiliated third party offers 
to rent a short-term rental to an occupant and collects consideration for the rental from the 
occupant. A short-term rental is defined as a residential dwelling that is offered for rent for a 
fee and for fewer than 29 consecutive days. Current law requires a lodging marketplace to 
register with the Department of Revenue for a license to collect sales and use taxes and room 
taxes and requires the entity to collect those taxes and forward sales and use taxes to DOR and 
forward room taxes to the municipality that imposes the room tax. 

Under the bill, if a lodging marketplace is registered with DOR, collects taxes, and forwards 
room tax revenues to a municipality, the lodging marketplace is required to provide the 
municipality to which it forwards the room tax revenue data related to the taxes collected and 
the rooms rented, and information that enables the municipality to determine who is the 
owner of the short-term rental and identifying information about the property itself. Also under 
the bill, if a lodging marketplace does not register with DOR, collect the taxes, and provide the 
required information, the owner of a short-term rental is responsible for collecting, reporting, 
and remitting the taxes and required information. 

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
 


