
 

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO: Legislative Colleagues 

FROM: Representative Cody Horlacher, Representative Melissa Sargent  

              Senator Dale Kooyenga 
  

RE:     Co-Sponsorship of LRB-2151/1 & LRB-2318/1: Lemonade Stand Bill 
  
DEADLINE: Thursday, April 4th at 5pm 
  
  

Wisconsin's kids should be allowed to hone their entrepreneurial skills without fear of regulatory 

retribution. Unfortunately, under current law, kids in Wisconsin are not able to operate lemonade 

stands without a permit. Many kids have had their stands called into local police departments, 

who then have to investigate and potentially fine these young entrepreneurs, even on private 

property. 
  
This legislation allows children to operate lemonade and other types of stands without a permit 

on private property. This bill also provides that these types of entrepreneurial efforts are 

considered to be "occasional sales" as defined in the state statutes, allowing these kids to sell up 

to $2,000 without fear of tax liability. This brings parity between these types of stands and other 

occasional sales such as garage sales. 
  

We want to ensure that our communities can support youth who have an interest in business. 

This bill will help kids and families work alongside community members instead of in opposition 

to them. 
  

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation please contact Anna in Rep. Horlacher's 

office (6-5715) by 5pm on Thursday, April 4th. Co-sponsors will be added to both the 

Assembly and Senate companion bills unless otherwise requested. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill allows minors to operate temporary stands without a permit or license. 
Under current law, a facility that processes food for sale must obtain a food processing plant 

license from the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection. If food will be sold 

at retail at the same location where it was prepared, the facility must obtain a retail food 

establishment license from DATCP. In addition, current law does not restrict the ability of 

municipalities to prohibit a minor from operating a stand or require a permit or license for a 

minor operating a stand. 
Under the bill, a place used for preparing food for sale at a stand operated by a minor does not 

need a food processing plant license from DATCP, and a stand operated by a minor does not 

need a retail food establishment license. In addition, under the bill, a municipality may not 

prohibit a minor from operating a stand or require a permit or license for a minor operating a 

stand. The bill defines a "stand operated by a minor" as a temporary, occasional establishment 



operated on private property by children under the age of 18 that makes occasional sales, 

defined under current law as sales of less than $2,000 in a year 
  
 


