
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

Date:      April 23, 2019 

To:          All Legislators 

From:     Senator Chris Kapenga and Representative Cindi Duchow 

Re:          Co-Sponsorship of LRB-2059 relating to: immunity for motor vehicle sellers. 
  
Deadline: Tuesday, May 7th, 2019 by 4:00PM 

  
When an individual sells their car privately, they sign over the title to the new buyer when the 
vehicle is picked up and paid for.  What most people don’t realize is that under current law the 
legal liability of that vehicle doesn’t transfer until the buyer actually titles the vehicle in their 
name.  This leaves the seller open to liability from any accidents, parking tickets, moving 
violations, etc.  Oftentimes, the buyer may take weeks or even months to actually transfer the 
title as this is also when they will pay sales tax and registration on the vehicle.  This process is 
completely dependent on the buyer.  
 
We recently were made aware of a situation where someone sold their car, and the buyer was 
in an accident before they had gone to the DMV to transfer the title.  The seller ended up being 
sued for $750,000 even though they no longer possessed the vehicle.  
 
This legislation will fix this error in the law so that the liability transfers on the date of sale as 
listed by the seller on the title.  It ensures the liability transfers at the time physical ownership 
transfers.  
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, or if you have any questions, please reply to this 
email or contact Sam in Sen. Kapenga’s office (6-9174) or Al in Rep. Duchow’s office (6-3007) 
by Tuesday, May 7th at 4:00PM. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under this bill, a seller of a motor vehicle who holds legal title to the motor vehicle and has 
transferred possession of the motor vehicle to a buyer is immune from civil and criminal liability 
and is not responsible for local ordinance violations committed involving the motor vehicle 
after the seller has signed the motor vehicle title and given it to the buyer.  The immunity 
provided under the bill does not apply if death or injury was caused by the seller's willful or 
wanton acts or omissions. 

 


