
To: All Legislators 
  

From: Senator Marklein, Senator Testin 
Rep. Quinn, Rep. Ballweg, Rep. Edming, Rep. Kitchens, Rep. Krug, Rep. Kulp, 
Rep. Kurtz, Rep. Mursau, Rep. Oldenburg, Rep. Petryk, Rep. Plumer, Rep. 
Pronschinske, Rep. Snyder, Rep. Spiros, Rep. Stafsholt, Rep. Summerfield, Rep. 
Swearingen, Rep. Tauchen, Rep. Tranel, Rep. Tusler, Rep. VanderMeer, Rep. 
Zimmerman 

Re: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-2053/1 
  
Deadline: Thursday, June 20 
  
Under current law, the state imposes a tax on infrastructure used to provide broadband, stemming from 
an older tax on telephone infrastructure which was broadened over time. 
  
The cost of putting broadband infrastructure in the ground is one of the most significant factors in the 
overall cost of providing broadband service; in rural areas particularly, topography and low population 
density factors make these costs especially significant. 
  
LRB-2053/1 repeals the property tax on infrastructure used to provide internet service in rural and 
underserved areas. Lowering the cost of the physical infrastructure for service providers will add an 
incentive to local cooperatives and other small providers who would like to expand rural coverage but 
are currently priced out of being able to do so. This will serve as another tool to hasten the expansion of 
broadband service to everyone in Wisconsin. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
This bill exempts property used to provide broadband service to a rural or underserved area from 

the telephone company tax that is paid by telephone companies in lieu of the general property 

tax. To qualify for the exemption, property installed prior to January 1, 2020, must be used to 

provide Internet access service to a rural area at a download speed of at least 25 megabits per 

second and an upload speed of at least 3 megabits per second. Property installed after December 

31, 2019, must be used to provide Internet access service to a rural or underserved area at those 

same speeds or, if higher, speeds designated by the Federal Communications Commission. 

Under the bill, an "underserved area" is any area in the state served by fewer than two wired 

service providers, and a "rural area" is any area in the state that is located outside a federal 

metropolitan statistical area or is located in a city, village, or town with a population of not more 

than 14,000. For property installed prior to January 1, 2020, the determination of whether an area 

is a rural area is based on the 2010 federal decennial census. 
  

Because this bill relates to an exemption from state or local taxes, it may be referred to the Joint 

Survey Committee on Tax Exemptions for a report to be printed as an appendix to the bill. 
  
 


