
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  

DATE:            Tuesday, October 15, 2019 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:           Representative Nancy VanderMeer 
                        Senator Howard Marklein 
  
RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-2032/1, relating to: funding for certain extension 
services of the University of Wisconsin System and making an appropriation 
  
DEADLINE: Thursday, October 31st, 2019 at 4:00 PM 
  

 

  

One way to keep Wisconsin’s $104.8 billion agriculture industry strong is to support the work of 

UW-Extension research faculty, especially the state integrated specialists. These specialists 

conduct applied agricultural research and provide practical and tangible expertise to directly 

assist farmers and producers. Housed at the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) at 

UW-Madison, their peer-reviewed research addresses some of the most pressing questions facing 

Wisconsin farmers today. Their research and teaching directly lead to improved farm practices 

across Wisconsin. 

Currently, state integrated specialists are researching important topics such as water quality, pest 

management, and farm economics. Unfortunately, since 1993, the number of CALS state 

integrated specialists has fallen by 45% and funding has been cut by almost $1 million. In just 

the past four years, eight CALS positions have been eliminated. As a result, less research is 

being conducted and in turn, less information is being shared with our farmers. 

To reinvest in these state integrated specialists, LRB 2032 provides $1 million each year to fund 

state specialist positions in the field of applied agricultural research at CALS at UW-Madison. 

With input from the agriculture community and taking into account the current needs of the 

industry, LRB 2032 gives UW-Extension the ability to determine which areas these reinstated 

positions would research. For example, some potential research areas may include beef 

production, forage, and farmstead planning. 

This legislation is supported by the Wisconsin Farm Bureau Federation, the Wisconsin State 

Cranberry Growers Association, the Wisconsin Potato & Vegetable Growers Association, the 

Wisconsin Cattlemen’s Association, the Wisconsin Pork Association, the Wisconsin Soybean 

Association, the Wisconsin Corn Growers Association and the Dairy Business Association. 

To cosponsor LRB 2032/1, please contact Jesse in Rep. VanderMeer’s office (6-8366) or Peter in 

Sen. Marklein’s office (6-0703) by Thursday, October 31st. Cosponsors will automatically be 

signed on to the Assembly and Senate versions of the bill unless otherwise instructed. 

  



Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill requires the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System to allocate 
$1,000,000 in additional funding each year for state specialists providing extension 
services at the UW-Madison College of Agricultural and Life Sciences in the field of applied 
agricultural research. The bill also increases the UW System's general program operations 
appropriation by $1,000,000 each year to cover this allocation. For further information see 
the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
 


