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Senator Howard Marklein 
  

DATE             September 26, 2019 
  

RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-2031/LRB-4423 relating to recognizing 

teaching hours for providing certain extension services of the University of 

Wisconsin System 
  

DEADLINE: Friday, October 4th 

  

State integrated specialists are University of Wisconsin campus-based faculty and staff who have 

joint Cooperative Extension appointments. They provide expertise on a wide range of topics 

related to agriculture and natural resources. Their research is highly technical, is reviewed by peer 

scientists around the world and is used by farmers in Wisconsin every day. 

  

Since 1993, the number of state integrated specialists has fallen by 45%. As a result, we have fewer 

agricultural research projects aimed at addressing some of the most pressing questions facing 

Wisconsin farmers today, including water quality, pest management and farm economics.  

  

In addition to conducting research projects, these researchers teach farmers at association-

sponsored summer and winter meetings, hold on-farm mini clinics, field days, and workshops and 

provide other direct instruction to Wisconsin farmers on a daily basis. Their value to the 

agricultural economy as teachers is well-documented, but their work teaching farmers 

unfortunately, cannot be used to satisfy the statutory “teaching hours” reporting and monitoring 

obligations for UW-Madison and UW-System faculty under Wis. Stat. §§ 36.65(2)(dm) and 

36.65(6)(b).  
  
We believe that the hours that state specialists spend teaching our farmers and conveying the most 

innovative farm practices to our growers should fulfill the teaching requirement established by the 

Board of Regents for UW-Madison and UW-System faculty, as it is invaluable to our $89 billion 

agricultural economy in Wisconsin. 
  
This legislation will require the Board of Regents to recognize as teaching hours the time spent by 

state integrated specialists teaching graduate students and teaching Wisconsin farmers.  This will 

apply to state specialists who provide extension services in the field of applied agricultural research 

at UW-Platteville, UW-River Falls or UW-Madison College of Agricultural and Life Sciences. 
  
If you are interested in co-sponsoring LRB-2031/LRB-4423 (cosponsors will be added to both 

versions of the bill) reply to this email or call Rep. Loudenbeck’s office (6-9967) or Sen. 

Marklein’s office (6-0703). 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  



This bill requires the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System to 

recognize as teaching hours time spent by state specialists providing certain extension services. 
  
Under current law, the Board of Regents must develop and implement a plan that 

includes 1) policies for monitoring teaching workloads of faculty and instructional academic 

staff, including requirements for reporting the number of hours each spends teaching; and 2) 

policies for rewarding faculty and instructional academic staff who teach more than a standard 

academic load. These teaching hours reported are included, as aggregate data, in an 

accountability report submitted to the governor and legislature and are included, as aggregate 

data or individually reported data, directly or by link on the accountability dashboard portion of 

the UW System's Internet site. 
  
This bill requires the Board of Regents' plan to recognize as teaching hours, for state 

specialists who provide extension services in the field of applied agricultural research at UW-

Platteville, UW-River Falls, or the UW-Madison College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, the 

time spent by these state specialists teaching graduate students and teaching Wisconsin farmers 

at their farms. 
 


