
To:       Legislative Colleagues 

  

From:   Senator Dale Kooyenga 
            Representative Jim Ott 
  
Date:   Monday, February 25, 2019 
  

Re:       Co-sponsorship of LRB-2019/1 and LRB 2158/1 relating to:  allowing school districts 

that exceed state standards to opt out of making up missed instructional time 
  
Deadline:  Monday, March 11, 2019 at 5 p.m. 
  

Dear Colleagues, 

  
Recently many schools across the state have been impacted by snow days or severe weather 

days. Current law requires at least 1,050 hours of direct pupil instruction in grades 1 to 6 and at 

least 1,137 hours of direct pupil instruction in grades 7 to 12. School administrators are now 

looking at various ways to meet the instructional time requirements. 
  

This bill is based on the concept of training to a specific standard vs. the use of a set amount of 

instructional time. This bill would allow a school district that either Exceeds Expectations or 

Significantly Exceeds Expectations on the District Performance Report to not have to make up 

instructional time lost due to severe weather or another emergency situation. 
  

Again, it is optional and would be at the school district's discretion. This proposal provides 

additional flexibility for districts that are exceeding expectations. 
  
If you are interested in co-sponsoring LRB-2019/1 and LRB 2158/1, please call Senator 

Kooyenga's office at 266-2512 or Representative Ott's office at 266-0486. All co-sponsors will 

be automatically added to both companion bills. 

  
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
This bill requires the Department of Public Instruction to count hours of direct pupil instruction 

that are canceled because school is closed due to an emergency or inclement weather if the 

school district was in one of the top two performance 
categories on the most recent school and school district accountability report (commonly known 

as the state report card). In other words, under the bill, a school district that was in one of the top 

two categories on the state report card is not 
required to make up hours of direct pupil instruction that were missed because schools were 

closed due to an emergency or inclement weather. For further information see the local fiscal 

estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
 


