
  

To:                   Legislative Colleagues 

  
From:              Senator Dale Kooyenga 
                        Representative John Jagler 
  
Date:               Thursday, February 26, 2019 

Re:                   Co-sponsorship of LRB -2018/1 and LRB 2255/1 relating to:  Allowing Choice 

Schools to use virtual learning to make up missed instructional time 
  
  
DEADLINE: Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 5 p.m. 

  

Dear Colleagues, 
  

Recently many schools across the state have been impacted by snow days or severe weather 

days. As school administrators have looked for various ways to meet the instructional time 

requirements one of the options that they have begun to explore is the use of virtual instruction. 
  

The Department of Public Instruction made a recent determination that under an existing 

administrative rule (PI 8) that public schools could use virtual instruction to make up the time 

needed to meet the instructional time requirements. 
  
Current law neither expressly prohibits nor allows a private school participating in a parental 

choice program from offering hours of instruction virtually. The Department of Public 

Instruction is using this silence to provide guidance to Choice schools indicating that they can 

not use virtual instruction to make up instructional time lost due to inclement weather. 
  

This bill provides Choice schools with the same ability that public schools have to use virtual 

instruction to make up missed instructional time. 

  
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill requires the Department of Public Instruction to count hours of instruction that 
are offered virtually when a private school participating in a parental choice program is 
closed because of an emergency or inclement weather. 
Additionally, the bill specifically authorizes a private school participating in a parental 
choice program to provide hours of direct pupil instruction by providing instruction 
virtually or in another alternative setting if the method of providing the 

instruction applies to the entire school or an entire grade. Current law requires a private 
school participating in a parental choice program to provide at least 1,050 hours of direct 
pupil instruction in grades 1 to 6 and at least 1,137 hours of direct 

pupil instruction in grades 7 to 12. 
  
  



  
 


