
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

TO:                All Legislators 

  

FROM:          Rep. Tusler, Rep. Vruwink, Rep. Ott 

Sen. Testin, Sen. Ringhand 

  

DATE:           September 25, 2019 

  

RE:                Co-sponsorship of LRB 2006/1- relating to: a resident lifetime fishing license, a 

lifetime fishing trust fund, and granting rule-making authority. 

  

DEADLINE:  Friday, October 4th at 3:30p.m. 

  

This Saturday, September 28th, is National Hunting and Fishing Day.  Resident Fishing Licenses 

consistently generate more than $13 million in revenue in Wisconsin.  This bill creates a resident 

lifetime fishing license at a cost of 30 times the fee of an annual fishing license ($577.50). 

  

At least 22 other states have some form of a lifetime fishing license, including Illinois, Minnesota, 

Missouri, and Ohio.  Other states’ licenses range in price from $171 to $1,976, making 

Wisconsin’s price of $577.50 on par with many other states. 

  

Currently, states receive federal funds based off of the sale of various licenses, such as fishing 

licenses. In order for Wisconsin not to forfeit any of these matching federal funds, a lifetime fishing 

trust fund is created by the bill.  From that trust fund, the DNR may adopt rules to prorate the fees 

and interest from lifetime fishing license revenue to transfer into the conservation fund to qualify 

for federal funds each year.  

  



The holder of a resident lifetime fishing license must still purchase a fishing stamp if the type of 

fishing in which he or she will be engaged requires such a stamp. 

  

Last session, a similar bill passed the Assembly with bipartisan support. 

  

If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-2006/1 and its Senate Companion, please contact Rep. 

Tusler’s office at 6-5831 or Sen. Testin’s office at 6-3123 by Friday, October 4th at 3:30p.m. 

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

This bill creates a resident lifetime fishing license and provides for the establishment of 
a lifetime fishing trust fund. Under current law, with certain exceptions including an exception 
for residents under the age of 16, no person may fish in this state unless the person has a valid 
approval that authorizes fishing. The Department of Natural Resources issues various fishing 
licenses, such as resident annual fishing licenses, one-day fishing licenses, and two-day sports 
fishing licenses. This bill requires DNR also to issue lifetime fishing licenses to residents. 

  

Under the bill, a resident lifetime fishing license confers the privilege of an annual fishing 
license. The holder of a resident lifetime fishing license must still purchase a fishing stamp if the 
type of fishing in which he or she will be engaged requires such a stamp. The bill establishes the 
fee for a resident lifetime fishing license at 30 times the fee for a resident annual fishing license, 
which under current law is $19.25 plus a 75-cent issuing fee. Thus, at the current rate, a resident 
lifetime fishing license fee under the bill is $577.50, plus a 75-cent issuing fee. 

  

Under current law, all proceeds from hunting and fishing license fees are deposited in 
the conservation fund and appropriated to DNR for various purposes relating to fish and 
wildlife management. This bill creates a lifetime fishing trust fund and provides that all fees 
from the sale of resident lifetime fishing licenses are deposited in that trust fund. The bill 
provides that, each fiscal year, all interest that has accrued in the lifetime fishing trust fund and 
a prorated amount of the money from each resident lifetime fishing license fee must be 
transferred from the lifetime fishing trust fund to the conservation fund. The bill allows DNR to 
adopt rules establishing a system for prorating resident lifetime fishing license fees for the 
purposes of this transfer. The bill requires that the system for prorating these fees must comply 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/proposals/ab878


with the federal rules governing how lifetime licenses may be counted for purposes of this state 
qualifying for funding under the federal Dingell-Johnson Act. 

  

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 

 


