
Co-sponsorship Memorandum 
  
To:       All Legislators 
  
From:   Representative Robyn Vining 
            Senator Jennifer Shilling 
  
Date:   December 4th, 2019 
  
Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB-2980: Go Big for Small Business - Online Portal   
  
DEADLINE:  December 19th, 2019 at 4PM 
   
Contact: Rep. Vining at 6-9180 or Rep.Vining@legis.wisconsin.gov  

  
We hope everyone enjoyed Small Business Saturday last weekend!  
  
In 2016, 99.4% of businesses in Wisconsin were small businesses. All net new jobs that 
year were from small business. Over 30,000 net new jobs were created by small 
businesses, and 63% of these jobs were created by companies with less than 20 
employees. These businesses are the backbone of our communities and the future of 
our economy.  
  
Wisconsin is a small business state! 
  
However, we’ve heard from small business owners that they need help accessing the 
tools to start, manage, and grow a small business in Wisconsin. It can take up to 10 
different website visits to coordinate the needs of a small business. 
  
This bill directs the Department of Administration to establish and maintain a one-stop 
portal for the most common small business needs. Previously, this portal was known as 
“Open For Business.” It has since been updated to the “One-Stop Business Portal.” 
Now, it’s time to expand opportunities and move forward together.   
  
Many state agencies work to help small businesses in different ways. Right now, 
information is disconnected, and the effort is not coordinated to best fit the business 
owner’s needs.  This bill will require all the agencies to work together and improve the 
“One-Stop Business Portal” website so it reflects the needs of Wisconsin small business 
owners, in an easy to use, one-stop shop online.  
  
From the dedicated entrepreneur in the Driftless Region to the nursing mother at home 
juggling a new business during naptime in their Wauwatosa bungalow, everyone 
deserves a chance to follow their dreams -- or even earn some extra cash to pay for 
diapers. 
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On the new portal, business owners will be able to access information on bidding 
opportunities, economic development programs, educational and networking 
opportunities, licensing or permit requirements, and taxes and fees associated with their 
businesses. This will both boost small businesses and have the structure to save 
taxpayers money when more businesses compete for local bids that are paid by local 
taxpayers.  
  
If you would like to cosponsor this bill, please contact my office at 6-9180 
or Rep.Vining@legis.wisconsin.gov by  Thursday, December 19th at 4PM 

  
By signing onto the Assembly version, you will be automatically added to the Senate 
version of this bill.  
  

All data is from the 2019 Small Business Profile from the U.S. Small Business 

Administration and the Statistics of U.S. Businesses from the U.S. Census Bureau.  

  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  
This bill requires the Department of Administration to establish on the Internet a 
clearinghouse of information for small businesses in Wisconsin. Under the bill, DOA 
must coordinate with the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation, the Wisconsin 
Housing and Economic Development Authority, the Departments of Workforce 
Development and Revenue, local governments, local economic development 
organizations, and any other person DOA considers 
appropriate, to publish information relevant to small businesses on the clearinghouse, 
including information relating to all of the following: 
  

1. Bidding opportunities for small businesses to participate in state and local 
government contracts. 

2. Economic development programs, whether public or private, that may offer 
benefits to small businesses. 

3. Courses of instruction, networking opportunities, and other events or 
opportunities encouraging the establishment, development, and expansion of 
small businesses. 

4. Requirements for small businesses to obtain from the state or a local 
government any license, permit, or other authorization. 

5. Requirements for small businesses to pay any tax, fee, assessment, or other 
charge imposed by the state or a local government. 
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