
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Sen. André Jacque 

Rep. Tony Kurtz 
  
DATE: February 27, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-1925/1, eliminating first-time license fees for veterinary licenses 
and veterinary technician certificates 
  
DEADLINE: Wednesday, March 13th at 5:00pm 

  
  
Wisconsin has an identified shortage of veterinarians working with large animals, specifically dairy 
and beef cattle, and also with expertise in working with swine, poultry, goats and sheep.  Statewide, 
there is also a shortage of veterinarians to work with government agencies and other organizations 
that deal with the intersection of animal health and public health.  We will be introducing legislation 
to eliminate the initial fee for Certified Veterinary Technicians (CVTs) and Doctors of Veterinary 
Medicine (DVMs) seeking a new certification to practice veterinary medicine.  LRB 1925 would 
encourage and assist Wisconsin residents and recent graduates looking to enter the state's 
workforce in the area of veterinary medicine, and would also help to attract certified professionals, 
including military spouses, to our state. This proposal does not change the renewal fee. 
  
Under current Veterinary Examining Board licensing practices, the cost for both CVTs and DVMs to 
receive a license to practice veterinary medicine in the state of Wisconsin is $115.  The cost to 
renew a credential is $160, and a renewal is required every 2 years. 
  
There were 171 applicants that received new certification to practice veterinary medicine in 
Wisconsin as a CVT or DVM in 2017, which would have resulted in a $19,665 reduction in fees 
collected had this proposal been in place.  The 2018 Fiscal year ended with an unexpended balance 
of over $800,000 in the veterinary examining board appropriation, so this change would not 
significantly impact the fiscal health of the program. 
  
To be added as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Sen. 
Jacque's office at 6-3512 or Rep. Kurtz's office at 6-8531 by 5:00pm on Wednesday, March 
13th. You will be added to both the Assembly and Senate versions unless requested 
otherwise. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

The bill exempts applicants for veterinary licenses and veterinary technician certificates from the 
fee for an initial license or certification. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 
bill. 
 


