
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
TO:                 Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 
FROM:           Representative Bob Kulp, Senator Janet Bewley 
DATE:            February 14, 2019 
RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB 1865/1 and LRB 1213/1 creating a false identity on social media and 
providing a penalty. 
  

DEADLINE:   Wednesday February 20 
  
We are re-releasing this bill from the 2017-2018 session. It was voted out of its Assembly and Senate 
Committees unanimously and passed the State Assembly on a voice vote. 
  
The term "catfishing" is a reference to online impersonation by an individual to commit fraud on a 
potential victim. Current statutes in regards to punishment of online impersonation activities were 
written over a decade ago. This bill updates the language for our modern world and ensures law 
enforcement can combat this growing internet issue. Other states including Texas, Oklahoma, California 
and Pennsylvania have similar laws on their books. This bill was drafted with input from the Wisconsin 
Department of Justice and representatives from Facebook. 
  
LRB 1865/1 and LRB 1213/1 amend Wis. Stat. 947.0125 (2); and create 947.0125 (4) of the statutes; 
relating to: creating a false identity on social media and providing a penalty. 
  

Deadline for Co-Sponsorship: Wednesday February 20 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau: 
Under current law, a person is guilty of a Class B misdemeanor if he or she, with the intent to frighten, 
intimidate, threaten, abuse, or harass, sends an e-mail or other electronic message that threatens a 
person or property, that contains obscene, lewd, or profane language or suggests a lewd or lascivious 
act, or while intentionally preventing the disclosure of his or her identity. This bill adds to the list of 
intentions the intent to defraud or harm and adds that it is a Class B misdemeanor if the person posts 
such a message, not just sends a message. In addition, this bill provides that a person is guilty of a Class 
B misdemeanor if he or she, with the intent to frighten, intimidate, harm, threaten, abuse, harass, or 
defraud, knowingly uses a name or other likeness of another person on a computerized communication 
system to create a false identity without that person's consent (a practice commonly known as 
catfishing). 
Because this bill creates a new crime or revises a penalty for an existing crime, the Joint Review 
Committee on Criminal Penalties may be requested to prepare a report. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this bill. 
To be added as a cosponsor please reply to this email or call Rep. Kulp's office at 267-0280 and Senator 
Bewley's office at 266-3510. 
 


