
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

TO:                  All Legislators 

FROM:            Representative Dave Murphy 

                        Senator Jacque 

DATE:            Thursday, July 25, 2019 

RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 1862/1, the UW WTCS Universal Course Numbering 

and Transfer Act, relating to Universal course numbering and credit transfer system; 

eliminating 1972-73 restriction on the respective educational roles of the UW System and 

Technical College System 

DEADLINE:  Friday, August, 2 at 5:00 P.M. 

This bill is part of the Open and Accessible UW Package 

Thousands of students transfer from public Wisconsin colleges to other public Wisconsin 

colleges every year to complete their degrees. Unfortunately, many students learn their journey 

to a degree will take longer than expected due to credits that won't transfer. 

UW System has been touting the importance of fixing their credit transfer problem for nearly 

fifty years, and yet the problem persists. 

Seventeen states have imposed strict legislative solutions to ensure students and taxpayers aren't 

paying twice for the same classes. Although these solutions produced positive results, in 

Wisconsin we're proposing a flexible solution that allows our colleges and universities to 

determine the structure of credit transfer and course numbering that they will implement. This 

flexibility comes with a hard implementation deadline of five years.  

No student should be forced to take the same class over again simply because they transferred 

from one Wisconsin public college to another. 

As requested by the Wisconsin Technical College System (WTCS), the bill also repeals the 

outdated requirement for UW to seek approval from WTCS to offer new courses related to 

semiprofessional or skill based occupations and the requirement for WTCS to seek approval 

from the UW to offer new courses for collegiate transfer programs. These restrictions have 

unnecessarily hampered Wisconsin's ability to adapt educational programs to better serve 

students and industry. 

If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-1862/1, please respond to this email or call Rep. 

Murphy's office at 266-7500 before 5:00 p.m. on Friday, August 2. All co-sponsors will be 

added to the corresponding companion bill unless otherwise noted. 

  

 
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill requires the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System and the Technical 

College System Board to implement a universal course numbering and credit transfer system 

http://ecs.force.com/mbdata/MBquest3RTA?Rep=TR1802


within five years.  The bill also eliminates a restriction on the respective educational roles of the 

UWS and TCS. 

Under current law, one of the purposes of the TCS is to provide a collegiate transfer program, 

but collegiate transfer programs may not comprise more than 25 percent of the approved credit 

hours offered in any technical college district.  A "collegiate transfer program" is a full-time 

program, approved by the TCS Board, in which the credits earned may be transferable to a four-

year institution of higher education.  The TCS Board, in agreement with the Board of Regents, 

may designate courses as transferable for collegiate credit between the two systems.  The Board 

of Regents must establish policies for the appropriate transfer of credits between UWS 

institutions and may establish policies for the appropriate transfer of credits with other 

educational institutions, including technical colleges.  In addition, the Board of Regents and the 

TCS Board must enter into an agreement identifying at least 30 credits of core general education 

courses that are transferable between the UWS and TCS.  Private colleges and tribal colleges 

may also participate in this agreement related to course credit transfers.  The Board of Regents 

must further establish and maintain a computer-based credit transfer system. 

This bill requires the Board of Regents and the TCS Board to implement a universal course 

numbering and credit transfer system under which credits for courses with the same universal 

course number are automatically transferable among UWS institutions and technical colleges.  If 

a UWS institution or technical college offers a course, the UWS institution or technical college 

must award academic credit to a student who successfully completes a course with the same 

universal course number at any other UWS institution or technical college and the course credit 

awarded must be applied toward degree requirements, as applicable. 

This bill also eliminates the following prohibitions relating to the respective educational roles of 

the UWS and the TCS: 1) that the Board of Regents not broaden the UWS's mission to include 

training for semiprofessional or skilled-trade occupations beyond that offered during the 1972-73 

academic year unless the TCS Board approves; and 2) that the TCS Board not broaden TCS 

collegiate transfer program offerings beyond those in existence during the 1972-73 academic 

year unless the Board of Regents approves. 

  

 


