
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

TO:                 All Legislators 

FROM:           Representative Mary Felzkowski 

Senator Tom Tiffany                  

DATE:          July 1, 2019 

RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-1859/1 and LRB 3614/1 – relating to: Overnight 

Recreational Camp Building Code Modernization 
  
DEADLINE: Friday, July 12th at 3:00 PM 
  

 

This bill is part of the Summer Camp Regulatory Reform Package 

  

Overnight recreational and educational summer camps are hidden gems located throughout the 

Northwoods and rural Wisconsin, inviting hundreds of campers from dozens of countries to 

experience our beautiful natural resources and create fond memories of Wisconsin that last a 

lifetime. These camps not only teach children independence, social skills and love of the 

outdoors, they also bring in millions of dollars in rural tourism revenues and employ hundreds of 

local residents. 

At the moment, these camps are regulated as restaurants, educational centers, clinics and child 

care centers, adding layers of duplicative regulations they must meet. Wisconsin law should take 

into account the uniqueness of the camps as recreational entities and their specific uses. 

One of the areas which would benefit from guidelines specific to the camps is the building code. 

This bill allows the Department of Safety and Professional Services to establish new standards 

for the recreational camps, taking into account seasonal and specific usage. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation and its Senate companion, please respond to this 

email or contact Rep. Felzkowski's office at 6-7694 or Senator Tiffany's's office at 6-

2509before 3:00 PM on Friday, July 12th. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill requires the Department of Safety and Professional Services to revise the commercial 

building code, which imposes standards on the construction and inspection of public buildings 

and places of employment, to establish separate standards for recreational and educational 

camps.  The bill defines "recreational and educational camp" to have the same meaning as under 

rules of the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection for issuing permits to 

such camps. 
Under the bill, with specified exceptions, a "recreational and educational camp" is a premises 

operated as an overnight living quarters where both food and lodging are provided for a planned 



program of recreation or education.  The separate standard required under the bill must take into 

account the uses, including seasonal use, that are unique to recreational and educational 

camps.  The bill also requires DSPS's rules for electrical wiring and plumbing systems to take 

into account the unique uses of those camps. 
 


