
 
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Sen. André Jacque 

               Rep. Janel Brandtjen 

  
DATE: May 21, 2019 

  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB 1845/1, The Sexual Assault Survivor Bill of Rights 

  
DEADLINE: Tuesday, June 4 

  
Tragically, every 92 seconds an American is sexually assaulted, and 1 in 5 women in the US are 

raped within their lifetime. We will be introducing legislation to establish a Wisconsin Sexual 

Assault Survivor Bill of Rights to ensure victims of sexual violence are accorded the dignity, 

respect and ability to pursue justice that they deserve.  This legislation was developed at the 

request of an in consultation with the national sexual assault victims group RISE and its state 

affiliate.  
  

With the enactment of this proposal, Wisconsin would become the 21st state to pass a Sexual 

Assault Survivor Bill of Rights and increase transparency for the survivor, ensure that there 

would be no future backlog of kits to be tested for victims pursuing justice, and provide 

survivors with written and oral information about their rights. Under the bill, these rights are 

afforded to every survivor, regardless of their cooperation with law enforcement. 

  
Our proposal would add the following rights for survivors of sexual assault beyond Wisconsin's 

existing victim/witness bill of rights: 

1.)    The right to be provided with accurate written information about his or her rights as a 

sexual assault victim. 

2.)    The right to choose whether or not to undergo a sexual assault forensic examination. 

3.)    The right to bathe immediately following a sexual assault forensic examination if 

facilities are available. 

4.)    The right to choose whether or not to cooperate with a law enforcement agency. 

5.)    The right to have any examination evidence stored for 50 years or until the end of the 

prison term of the person convicted of the assault against him or her. 

6.)    The right to be notified in writing 60 days prior to the destruction of any evidence 

obtained in a sexual assault forensic examination. 

7.)    The right of an individual cooperating with law enforcement to have their sexual assault 

kit tested within 90 days of collection. 

  

The bill also requires the Department of Justice to test the sexual assault kit of a person who is 

cooperating with law enforcement within 90 days of collection and requires DOJ to store all 

sexual assault kits for 50 years or until the end of the term of imprisonment or probation of a 

person convicted in the sexual assault case. 



  

Eight states (including neighboring Michigan) as well as the District of Columbia already have a 

statutory requirement that sexual assault kits must be processed by at least 90 days from 

collection (Connecticut and Kentucky have 60 day testing requirement and Massachusetts has a 

30 day testing requirement). Please join us in introducing these common-sense survivor 

protections. 

  

To be added as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact 
Sen. Jacque's office at 6-3512 or Rep. Brandtjen's office at 7-2367 by 5:00pm on 
Tuesday, June 4th. You will be added to both the Assembly and Senate versions unless 
requested otherwise. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

This bill creates a sexual assault victim bill of rights.  In addition to the rights extended to 

crime victims under Wisconsin's basic bill of rights for victims and witnesses, this bill adds the 

following rights for victims of sexual assault, regardless of whether or not they choose to 

cooperate with a law enforcement agency: the right to be provided with accurate written 

information about his or her rights as a sexual assault victim; the right to choose whether or not 

to undergo a sexual assault forensic examination; the right to bathe immediately following a 

sexual assault forensic examination; the right to choose whether or not to cooperate with a law 

enforcement agency; the right to have any examination evidence stored for 50 years or until the 

end of the prison term of the person convicted of the assault against him or her; and the right to 

be notified in writing 60 days prior to the destruction of any evidence obtained in a sexual assault 

forensic examination. 

  

The bill also requires the Department of Justice to test the sexual assault kit of a person who is 

cooperating with law enforcement within 90 days of collection and requires DOJ to store all 

sexual assault kits for 50 years or until the end of the term of imprisonment or probation of a 

person convicted in the sexual assault case. 

  

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 

  

 


