
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:           Sen. Marklein and Sen. Ringhand 

Rep. Stafsholt and Rep. Doyle 
              
  
DATE:            August 12, 2019 
  
DEADLINE: FRIDAY, August 23rd at Noon 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-1841/1 and LRB-3685/1 relating to ratification of the Physical 

Therapy Licensure Compact 
  
LRB 1841/1 and 3685/1, The Physical Therapy Licensure Compact, is legislation that would 

improve public access to physical therapy services and enable new physical therapists (PTs) to 

move to and practice in Wisconsin. The bill achieves this by cutting regulatory red tape, 

providing for the mutual recognition of other member state licenses and facilitating the transfer 

of information between compact states. 
  
One of the primary benefits of the compact is that it provides an opportunity for physical 

therapists in Wisconsin to practice in member states without acquiring multiple state licenses. It 

also eases the relocation of military spouses who are physical therapists to Wisconsin by 

allowing them to begin practicing without obtaining a duplicative single-state license. This 

support for spouses of relocating military members is crucial, as they are disproportionately 

impacted by the burden of obtaining multiple licenses to practice in multiple states. 
  
Among the other considerable benefits of the compact is that it will facilitate cooperation 

between member states in regulating multi-state practice. The compact does this by streamlining 

the exchange of licensure, investigative and disciplinary information between member states. 

This is important as member states will be able to more quickly and efficiently identify cross-

state bad actors while conversely enabling the practice of physical therapists in good standing, 

resulting in a much greater consistency of care. It also enables the use of tele-practice 

technologies, which will greatly ease the burden of gaining access to physical therapy services. 

This cross-state cooperation is especially important for patients and practices located near state 

borders and underserved areas, and will relieve many burdens of accessing care for rural, elderly 

or disabled patients, among others. 
  
By enacting the Physical Therapy Licensure Compact, Wisconsin would join at least 24 other 

compact states that have already adopted the legislation. The compact was officially enacted 

once the 10thstate passed the legislation in April of 2017. States that have enacted the compact 

include AR, AZ, CO, GA, IA, KY, LA, MD, MS, MO, MT, NE, NH, NJ, NC, ND, OK, OR, SC, 

TN, TX, UT, WA, and WV. 
  



You will automatically be added to both bills unless otherwise specified. A bill draft is attached. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation and its Senate companion, please contact Matt in 

Rep. Stafsholt’s office via email or at 6-7683 or Vince in Sen. Marklein’s office via email or at 

6-0703 by Friday, August 23rd at Noon. 
  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill ratifies and enters Wisconsin into the Physical Therapy Licensure Compact 

(compact), which provides for the ability of a physical therapist or physical therapist assistant 

licensed in one member state (licensee) to obtain a “compact privilege” to practice in a remote 

state without obtaining a license in that remote state.  Significant provisions of the compact 

include: 
  

1.  The creation of a Physical Therapy Compact Commission (commission), which 

includes one member of the licensure boards of each member state.  The commission has various 

powers and duties granted in the compact, including overseeing the administration of the 

compact, enforcing the compact, adopting bylaws, promulgating binding rules for the compact, 

employing an executive director and employees, and establishing and electing an executive 

board.  The commission may levy on and collect an annual assessment from each member state 

or impose fees on other parties to cover the cost of the operations and activities of the 

commission and its staff. 
  

2.  A process whereby a licensee may obtain a compact privilege to practice in another 

member state.  A licensee's primary state of residence is considered to be his or her home state, 

and any other member state in which the licensee wishes to practice is considered a remote 

state.  A licensee providing physical therapy in a remote state under a compact privilege is 

subject to that state's regulatory authority. A remote state may take action against a licensee's 

compact privilege in the remote state, and the licensee is then not eligible for a compact privilege 

in any state until certain criteria are met.  If a licensee's compact privilege in any remote state is 

removed, the individual loses his or her compact privilege in any remote state until certain 

criteria are met.  However, a home state has the exclusive power to impose adverse action 

against a license issued by the home state.  If a home state license is encumbered (i.e., 

suspended), the licensee loses his or her compact privilege in any remote state until certain 

criteria are met.  Member states may charge a fee for granting a compact privilege and may 

impose a jurisprudence requirement for granting a compact privilege that assesses an individual's 

knowledge of the laws and rules governing the practice of physical therapy in a particular state. 
  

3.  The ability for member boards to conduct joint investigations of licensees and the 

ability of member states to issue subpoenas that are enforceable in other states. 
  

4.  The creation of a coordinated database and reporting system containing licensure, 

adverse action, and investigative information on all licensed individuals in member states.  A 

member state must submit a uniform data set to the data system on all individuals to whom this 

compact is applicable as required by the rules of the commission. 
  



5.  Various provisions regarding resolutions of disputes between the commission and 

member states and between member and nonmember states, including a process for termination 

of a state's membership in the compact if the state defaults on its obligations under the compact. 
  

Having already been enacted by more than ten states, the compact becomes effective in 

this state upon enactment of the bill.  The compact provides that it may be amended upon 

enactment of an amendment by all member states.  A state may withdraw from the compact by 

repealing the statute authorizing the compact, but the compact provides that a withdrawal does 

not take effect until six months after the effective date of that repeal. 
  

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as 
an appendix to this bill. 
 


