
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Representative Jeremy Thiesfeldt 

                        Representative Gary Hebl 
                        
                        Senator Andre Jacque 

                        Senator Fred Risser 
  

DATE:            Friday, April 12, 2019 
  
RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 1819/1 relating to: municipal ordinance enforcement and 

court procedures 
  
DEADLINE:  Monday, April 22, 2019 

  
This bill makes changes to the statutes in order to provide consistency and clarity in areas that 

apply to our state's judges and court system.  This bill has been requested by the Wisconsin 

Municipal Judges Association.  The Wisconsin Municipal Judges Association is comprised of the 

vast majority of the judges of the almost 240 municipal courts across the State of 

Wisconsin.  Those courts handle about 500,000 citations per year, ranging from parking violations 

and juvenile offenses to traffic offenses, such as speeding and OWI.  

  
About ten years ago, the Wisconsin Municipal Judges Association worked with the Legislature 

and other stakeholders in developing a comprehensive revision of municipal court procedure, 

which was adopted as 2009 Wisconsin Act 402.  The Wisconsin Municipal Judge Association 

views this bill as a trailer bill, of sorts.  There are several provisions of the bill.  The provisions, 

individually and collectively, promote statutory clarity, best practices, system efficiency, cost 

reduction, and the rights of both municipalities and defendants.  

  

Because the individual proposals in the bill are widely varied in type, the individual 

proposals serve some of these interests more than others, but all of the proposals attempt to balance 

these concerns.  This bill seeks to address procedural issues, rather than substantive law issues, in 

a way that minimizes effects on other courts and interested parties.  

  

Attached is a copy of the bill.  Also attached is a memo from the Wisconsin Municipal Judges 

Association describing the intent and the purpose for the changes in this trailer bill.    

We strongly encourage your support of this bill. 

If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this bill, please feel free to reply to this email or 

contact Katie in Representative Jeremy Thiesfeldt's Office at 6-3156 or Nik in Senator Jacque's 

office at 6-3512 by Monday, April 22, 2019.  Your name will be added to both the Assembly and 

the Senate versions unless otherwise specified. 
  

  



Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill makes various changes to municipal ordinance enforcement and municipal court 

procedures, including the following: the bill outlines the procedure for the formation or dissolution 

of joint municipal courts; the bill specifies that municipal court budgets must be separate from, or 

appear on a separate line item from municipal prosecuting attorneys and municipal law 

enforcement agencies; the bill allows for non-OWI municipal citations from an OWI offense to be 

tried with the OWI offense in circuit court; the bill outlines when proceedings in municipal court 

may be held by audiovisual means; the bill clarifies the procedure and fees required for an appeal 

from a municipal court judgment; the bill requires each municipal court to have an armed guard 

unless the judge orders otherwise; and the bill specifies that no municipal court clerk may appear 

in attire that suggests he or she is a law enforcement officer or employee of a law enforcement 

agency. 
  
 


