
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 
  
TO:      All Legislators 
  

From:   Representative Krug and Senator Testin 
            
Date:   August 27, 2019 
  

RE:      LRB 1803 Creating an individual income tax checkoff for donations to the 

Firefighters Memorial Association. 
  
Deadline:  Friday September 6, 2019 @ 5:00 pm. 
Wisconsin Rapids is privileged to host the Wisconsin State Firefighters Memorial. We are 

fortunate to be able to lead in the recognition of firefighters who bravely lay their lives on the 

line every day. Unfortunately, every year approximately one hundred firefighters die in the line 

of duty in the United States.  
The Wisconsin State Firefighters Memorial Board states the following: 
“The Wisconsin State Firefighters Memorial Board of Directors has chosen to provide a unique 

and lasting way to pay tribute to firefighters from the State of Wisconsin who have made this 

ultimate sacrifice while in service to their communities. This tribute has taken the form of a 

Memorial Park dedicated to preserving their memory. The vision of the WSFM was to create a 

park with a natural and scenic setting to house a memorial to our firefighting heroes from across 

this great State of Wisconsin. The serenity of the setting allows park visitors to be alone with 

their thoughts and emotions and at the same time realize that their loves one will never be 

forgotten.” 

The Wisconsin State Firefighters Memorial has a web site at www.wsfm.org.  (You may have to 

view this site using a non-legislative computer; we will be contacting the memorial and LTSB to 

try to help them work through the issue.) 
  
 

If you would like to co-sponsor LRB 1803, please e-mail Senator Testin’s or my office or call 6-

0215 or 6-3123 before 5:00 pm Friday September 6, 2019.  
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill creates an individual income tax checkoff for the Wisconsin State Firefighters 

Memorial, Inc., the proceeds of which support the construction, improvement, and maintenance 

of the fire fighters memorial.  The bill requires that an amount equal to the total amount of 

designations received, less the total cost of administering the income tax checkoff procedure, be 

transferred to the corporation. 
  
Currently, there are eight permanent checkoffs to which taxpayers may make a 

designation.  Current law prohibits the Department of Revenue from placing more than ten 

checkoffs, not including temporary checkoffs, on the income tax form. 
  

http://www.wsfm.org/


Current law also requires DOR to remove from the tax forms any checkoffs that do not generate 

at least an average of $50,000 of designations per year over the most recent three-year 

period.  Formerly, a temporary checkoff for the fire fighters memorial appeared on the tax 

forms, but it was removed by DOR because it failed to generate the required level of 

designations.  The checkoff created in this bill would 
be a permanent checkoff. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 

bill. 
 


