
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Senator Robert Cowles 

                        Senator Mark Miller 
                        Representative Jeff Mursau 
                        Representative Nick Milroy 
  
DATE:            Wednesday, May 22, 2019 

  
RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 1759/1 relating to: making insect repellant available for 

sale in state parks and state forests 
  
DEADLINE:  4:00 PM on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 
  

  
The problem of Lyme Disease is growing 

and shows no signs of slowing. While about 

a dozen other states have taken actions to 

address the disease in recent sessions, 

Wisconsin has fallen behind. Rates of Lyme 

Disease have doubled in the last decade 

and experts believe the number of cases 

may actually be much higher. This co-

sponsorship memo is the second in a series 

of five steps to improve our approach to the 

disease and foster continued discussions to 

bite back against Lyme Disease in 

Wisconsin. 

  
LRB 1759 requires the DNR to sell bug spray in certain state parks and forests when their park 

or forest office or other location in the park or forest is open and staffed. As an alternative under 

this bill, the DNR could to create an agreement with a State Park Friends group who has an 

active presence in parks such as operating a concession stand to sell bug spray when the stand is 

open and staffed. This idea has been recommended by the Wisconsin Environmental Public 

Health Tracking Program. 

  
Bug spray doesn’t just help with mosquitos, but DEET is effective in repealing ticks as well. 

After raising the awareness on how to prevent tick bites, we need to raise the availability of bug 

spray by selling it in State Park System offices and concession stands to serve the visitors of our 

Parks System and lower the number of tick bites on state properties and in general throughout 

Wisconsin. 
  
If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email, contact 

Senator Cowles’ office at 6-0484, or contact Representative Mursau’s office at 6-3780 before 



4:00 PM on Tuesday, June 4, 2019. Your name will be added to the Senate and Assembly 

version unless otherwise specified. 

  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill requires the Department of Natural Resources to ensure that insect repellant is 

available for purchase in every state park and state forest, either by selling it at a state park or 

state forest office or other location in the park or forest when open and staffed, or by arranging 

by agreement with a friends group that operates a concession stand in the state park or state 

forest to sell it when the stand is open and staffed. 
 


