
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Senator Robert Cowles 

                        Senator Mark Miller 
                        Representative Jeff Mursau 
                        Representative Nick Milroy 
  
DATE:            Wednesday, May 22, 2019 

  
RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 1758/1 relating to: signs informing about Lyme disease 

in state parks, state trails, state recreational areas, and state forests and making an appropriation 
  
DEADLINE:  4:00 PM on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 
  

  
The problem of Lyme Disease is growing 

and shows no signs of slowing. While about 

a dozen other states have taken actions to 

address the disease in recent sessions, 

Wisconsin has fallen behind. Rates of Lyme 

Disease have doubled in the last decade 

and experts believe the number of cases 

may actually be much higher. This co-

sponsorship memo is the first in a series of 

five steps to improve our approach to the 

disease and foster continued discussions to 

bite back against Lyme Disease in 

Wisconsin. 

  
LRB 1758 requires signage designed by DNR and DHS to raise awareness of Lyme Disease, 

inform on how to prevent tick bites, and encourage visitors to check for ticks after visits to be 

posted in common areas such as the park entrance, a trailhead, or in a campground in all state 

parks, forests, recreational areas, and trails with at least one sign per property. Legislation similar 

to this was recently implemented in New York and was recommended by the Wisconsin 

Environmental Public Health Tracking Program. 

  
These signs would not be there to alarm, but instead will inform visitors on the dangers of Lyme 

Disease and the simple steps to lower their risk of becoming the next case. Not only will visitors 

be more aware while on state properties, but these signs will help to remind people to be aware 

of ticks while in their own backyards and anytime they spend time outdoors. 

  
If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email, contact 

Senator Cowles’ office at 6-0484, or contact Representative Mursau’s office at 6-3780 before 



4:00 PM on Tuesday, June 4, 2019. Your name will be added to the Senate and Assembly 

version unless otherwise specified. 

  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill requires the Department of Natural Resources, in consultation with the 

Department of Health Services, to design signs to raise awareness of Lyme disease, inform about 

how to prevent tick bites, and encourage people to check for ticks after visits to state parks, state 

trails, state recreational areas, and state forests. The bill requires DNR to post at least one sign in 

each state park, state trail, state recreational area, and state forest in a common area where it is 

most likely to be seen by visitors, such as a park entrance, trailhead, or campground. The bill 

appropriates $12,500 in fiscal year 2019-20 for this purpose. 
 


