
 
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

To:          Legislative Colleagues 
From:    Senator Lena Taylor 
                 Representative Chris Taylor 
Date:     February 26, 2019 
Re:         Co-sponsorship of LRB 1718/1 relating to: the statute of limitations for sexual contact with a 

child 
  
Deadline: February 28, 2019 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
On February 21, 2019 Pope Francis held an unprecedented meeting regarding the crisis of sexual abuse 
within the Roman Catholic church.  He called for "concrete and effective measures" in the effort to deal 
with the many accusations of misconduct involving sexual abuse, to include that of adults who have come 
forward to reveal patterns of sexual misconduct towards them when they were children. 

During a U.S. Senate race in Alabama, several women accused a candidate of pursuing relationships with 
them when they were teenagers.  The candidate questioned why it had taken them so long to go public, 
saying "To think that grown women would wait 40 years to come forward, right before an election, to 
bring charges is absolutely unbelievable." 

The actor Anthony Rapp, who accused Kevin Spacey of making a sexual advance toward him when Rapp 
was 14 and Spacey was 26, didn't come forward until he was 46. Many of Bill Cosby's accusers waited so 
long to disclose sexual abuse, that the statue of limitations had run out on all but one of the 60 accusers. 

The sad reality is that there are a myriad of reasons that victims do not come forward sooner to reveal 
that they have been sexually assaulted to include shame, denial, fear and more. 

This bill would remove the time limits on when a person has to bring an action (the statute of 
limitations) for an injury resulting from being sexually assaulted or subject to incest as a child, or from 
being subject to sexual contact by a member of the clergy as a child. 

If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this legislation please reply to this e-mail or call 
Senator Taylor's office at 6-5810 by February 28, 2019. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

Under current law, the time a person has to bring an action (the statute of limitations) for an 
injury resulting from being sexually assaulted or subject to incest as a child, or from being subject 
to sexual contact by a member of the clergy as a child, is any time before the injured party reaches 
the age of 35. This bill removes the time limit for bringing those actions.  In addition, the bill 
applies this unlimited time period to a broader range of actions.  

  

Under the bill, there is no limit on the time a person has to bring an action for injury resulting 
from being subject, as a child, to any sexual contact by an adult or by an adult member of the 
clergy.  The bill also revives any cause of action that was barred by the present statute of 
limitations and allows an injured party to bring that action for his or her injury within three years 
after the effective date of the bill. 

https://twitter.com/NBCNews/status/929373199430758401
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