
MEMORANDUM 

  

TO:                 All Legislators 
  
FROM:           Representative Rob Stafsholt and Senator Dave Craig          
  
DATE:           February 8, 2019 

  
RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB 1700 relating to: local regulation of honorary military 

firearm discharges. 
  
Deadline:        Wednesday, February 20, 2019 at Noon 

  

To ensure our fallen service members are guaranteed their well-deserved military honor of a 

ceremonial rifle salute, we are introducing LRB 1700. Rifle salutes are a long-held military 

tradition for honoring fallen military members at their funerals, recognizing the sacrifice of past 

generations at cemeteries on Memorial Day and Veterans Day, and dedicating veteran war 

memorials. 
  

Under current law, local units of government are prohibited from enforcing firearm regulations 

relating to the sale, purchase delay, transfer, ownership, use, keeping, possession, bearing, 

transportation, licensing, permitting, registration, or taxation. However, local municipalities can 

ban the discharge of firearms, including their use with blank ammunition at military funerals and 

ceremonies.  

  

For example, Madison currently prohibits the discharge of any firearm within the city, unless the 

Chief of Police waives the prohibition. In a recent article, after granting permission to discharge 

a firearm at a funeral for a local veteran, Madison Police Chief Mike Koval stated he would 

welcome some state pre-emption on this. We echo his statement and hope to see this bill move 

forward by removing red tape, and allowing these celebrations of life and selfless service to 

continue, without unnecessary government intervention. The goal of this bill is not to undermine 

local control, but rather to ensure that the proper military honors are bestowed upon those who 

deserve it. 

  
LRB 1700 states that a municipal restriction on the discharge of a firearm may not be 

enforced if the discharge uses blank rounds and is used to provide military honors at: 

  

•         A funeral 

•         A cemetery on Memorial Day 

•         A cemetery on Veterans Day 

•         A veterans war memorial 

It is noteworthy to mention that LRB 1700 does not make any changes to current prohibitions by 

local governments on the use of live ammunition. 
  

https://www.nbc15.com/content/news/Koval--481317591.html
https://www.nbc15.com/content/news/Koval--481317591.html
https://www.nbc15.com/content/news/Koval--481317591.html


If you wish to co-sponsor LRB 1700, please contact Matthew Spencer in Representative Rob 

Stafsholt’s Office or Chad Taylor in Senator Dave Craig’s office. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
Under current law, no political subdivision may have more stringent regulation than is 

provided in state statutes of the sale, purchase, purchase delay, transfer, ownership, use, keeping, 

possession, bearing, transportation, licensing, permitting, registration, or taxation of a firearm. 

Current law also specifies that this limitation does not prohibit a municipality from restricting the 

discharge of a firearm. 
  
Under this bill, a municipal restriction on the discharge of a firearm may not be enforced 

against a discharge of a firearm that involves the use of only blanks and that is part of a funeral 

for which military honors are provided or of military honors provided at a cemetery on Memorial 

Day or Veterans Day or at a veterans memorial site. 
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