
 

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

TO:                  All Legislators 

FROM:            Representatives Shae Sortwell, Tony Kurtz 

DATE:            February 19, 2019 

RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of Assembly Joint Resolution LRB-1698: Relating to supporting 

atomic veterans, their spouses, and dependents in receiving medical care and 

disability compensation. 

DEADLINE:  Wednesday, March 6, 2019 by 5:00pm 

Americans owe our military veterans a debt of gratitude that cannot be repaid. We also owe them a 
debt that can be repaid – adequate, timely health care. The Army, Air Force, and Navy veterans, 
civilians, and government employees who served our country during the Enewetak Atoll Atomic Debris 
Cleanup Mission deserve to be given the same care and access as all other atomic veterans. 

Currently, these veterans are not eligible for the funds and care afforded to veterans "who participated 
in radiation-risk activities" because of a loophole left by Congress. These veterans did, in fact, participate 
in radiation-risk activities, sometimes under extreme and dangerous circumstances. 

As a result of their service – cleaning up the Enewetak Atoll, the site of over 40 atomic blasts - many of 
these veterans and their families face expensive health issues commonly associated with atomic 
veterans. Many suffer from cancer, bone tumors, deteriorating bones, infertility, thyroid problems, and 
other health problems. 

We are introducing LRB 1698 at the request of an Enewetak Atoll atomic veteran to raise awareness and 
help pressure Congress to fix the loophole that prohibits the Enewetak Atoll Atomic Debris Cleanup 
Mission veterans from getting the care they have earned. 

If you are interested in cosponsoring this resolution, please reply to this e-mail or call Derek 
in Representative Sortwell's office at 6-9870. 

To learn more about the Enewetak Atoll atomic veterans, please check out this video from the 
American Legion, this report from the New York Times, or the Enewetak Atoll Atomic Debris 
Cleanup Mission Survivors' website. 

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HeqnRPVopg8
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/28/us/troops-radioactive-islands-medical-care.html
https://www.atomiccleanupvets.com/

