
TO:                 Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 
  
FROM:           Representative Jimmy Anderson & Senator Chris Larson 
  
DATE:            July 22, 2019 
  
RE:                 Co-Sponsorship of LRB-1693, relating to: spinal cord injury research grants and 
symposia and making an appropriation. 
  
DEADLINE:   Thursday, August 8, 2019 

 
  

In today's day and age, the question is no longer whether a cure for paralysis is possible, 
but when will it be found. There is, within our grasp, an amazing opportunity to vastly improve the 
lives of thousands of Americans living with a spinal cord injury. 
  
Across the country, researchers have made incredible progress, from devices that can bypass 
damaged spinal connections to surgery techniques that reconnect nerve endings. Unfortunately, 
spinal cord injury research in Wisconsin is spread too thin and is grossly underfunded. 
  
LRB-1693 will establish a grant program that will bring together doctors, scientists, veterans, and 
other individuals with spinal cord injuries, to direct grants to public and private researchers. Every 
biennium, these grant recipients will deliver a symposium demonstrating their progress and 
provide collaborators with an opportunity to share ideas in hopes of finding a cure. 
  
This legislation will make Wisconsin the premier state for spinal cord injury research. With a 
groundbreaking investment and a unique proposal program that will bring together our best and 
brightest, I am certain that incredible breakthroughs are just around the corner. Please, join us in in 
the fight to cure paralysis! 
  
To be added as a co-sponsor, please reply to this email or call Rep. Anderson's office at 6-
8570. All co-sponsors will be added to both the Senate and Assembly versions of the bill unless 
specified otherwise. 
  
A copy of the bill is attached to this email. 
  
Deadline for Co-Sponsorship: August 8, 2019 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill requires the Higher Educational Aids Board to establish a program to award grants 
to persons in this state for research into spinal cord injuries.  The grants must support research into 
new and innovative treatments and rehabilitative efforts for the functional improvement of people 
with spinal cord injuries.  Research topics may include pharmaceutical, medical device, brain 
stimulus, and rehabilitative approaches and techniques.  HEAB must make annual reports to the 
legislature about the grants.  The bill also allows HEAB to hold symposia every two years for grant 
recipients to present their research findings.  The bill appropriates general purpose revenues not 
exceeding $10,000,000 for the grants and symposia. 
  



The bill also requires HEAB to appoint a spinal cord injury council with one member 
representing the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health, one member 
representing the Medical College of Wisconsin, and the following members: 1) a person with a 
spinal cord injury; 2) a family member of a person with a spinal cord injury; 3) a veteran with a 
spinal cord injury; 4) a physician specializing in the treatment of spinal cord injuries; 5) a 
neurosurgery researcher; and 6) a researcher employed by the veterans health administration of 
the federal Department of Veterans Affairs.  If HEAB is unable to appoint any of the foregoing 
members, the bill allows HEAB to appoint, in lieu of that member, a member representing the 
general public.  Members of the council have two-year terms.  The bill requires the council to 
develop criteria for HEAB to evaluate and award grants, review and make recommendations on 
grant applications, and perform other duties specified by HEAB.  Council members must make 
written disclosures of financial interests in organizations that the council recommends for grants. 
  

 


