
TO:              All Legislators 
FROM:       Representatives JoCasta Zamarripa, Jimmy Anderson, Chris Taylor 
                     Senators Tim Carpenter, Janis Ringhand 
DATE:         Thursday, August 8th, 2019 
RE:              Co-sponsorship of LRB−1673 relating to: University of Wisconsin System nonresident 
tuition exemptions 
  
Deadline: Friday, August 16th at Noon. 
  
The United States Supreme Court held in the 1982 ruling of Plyler v. Doe that a state may not refuse 
school-age undocumented children the right to a free public K-12 education.  Basing 
their opinion on the equal protection clause of the United States Constitution, the majority opinion held 
that no state shall deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. A denial of 
education to these undocumented children would clearly violate this clause, reasoned the court.  Thus, 
for the past 30 plus years, undocumented children under the age of 18 have been eligible to receive a 
free public K-12 education. 
  
No such right exists under the equal protection clause for these same undocumented children who wish 
to pursue a postsecondary degree, including the estimated 65,000 who graduate from U.S. high schools 
each year.  Federal and state laws have created an inequitable system of treatment for undocumented 
students who wish to pursue a postsecondary education. 
  
Consequently, the financial burden of paying out-of-state tuition rates places a college education out of 
reach for the vast majority of undocumented Wisconsinites.  The University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
2019-20 tuition rates vary greatly for in-state and out-of-state residents.  For the 2019-20 school year, 
an in-state resident would be required to pay $9,588 while an out-of-state resident would be required to 
pay $20,868 in tuition. 
  
LRB-1673 would allow undocumented students to pay resident tuition if: 1) he or she graduated from a 
Wisconsin high school or received a declaration of equivalency of high school graduation from 
Wisconsin; 2) he or she was continuously present in Wisconsin for at least three years following the first 
day of attending a Wisconsin high school or immediately preceding receipt of a declaration of 
equivalency of high school graduation; and 3) he or she enrolls in a UW System institution and provides 
the institution with an affidavit stating that he or she has filed or will file an application for permanent 
residency with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services as soon as he or she is eligible to do so. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB 1673, please contact my office at 267-7669 by Friday, August 16th at 
Noon. 
  

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

This bill creates a nonresident tuition exemption for certain University of Wisconsin 
System students. Current law allows the Board of Regents of the UW System to charge 
different tuition rates to resident and nonresident students. Current law also includes 
nonresident tuition exemptions, under which certain nonresident students pay resident 
tuition rates. This bill creates an additional exemption for an alien who is not a legal 
permanent resident of the United States and who 1) graduated from a Wisconsin high 



school or received a declaration of equivalency of high school graduation from 
Wisconsin; 2) was continuously present in Wisconsin for at least three years following 
the first day of attending a Wisconsin high school or immediately preceding receipt of a 
declaration of equivalency of high school graduation; and 3) enrolls in a UW System 
institution and provides the institution with an affidavit stating that he or she has filed or 
will file an application for permanent residency with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services as soon as the person is eligible to do so. 
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