
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Senator Robert Cowles 

                        Senator Mark Miller 
                        Representative Jeff Mursau 
                        Representative Nick Milroy 
  
DATE:            Wednesday, May 22, 2019 

  
RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 1658/1 relating to: increasing the number of authorized 

positions for the Department of Health Services and making an appropriation 
  
DEADLINE:  4:00 PM on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 
  

  
The problem of Lyme Disease is growing 

and shows no signs of slowing. While about 

a dozen other states have taken actions to 

address the disease in recent sessions, 

Wisconsin has fallen behind. Rates of Lyme 

Disease have doubled in the last decade 

and experts believe the number of cases 

may actually be much higher. This co-

sponsorship memo is the fourth in a series 

of five steps to improve our approach to the 

disease and foster continued discussions to 

bite back against Lyme Disease in 

Wisconsin. 

  
LRB 1658 provides one FTE for an Epidemiologist Advanced at DHS’s Division of 

Communicable Disease with the position dedicated to vector-borne diseases spread by bites from 

mosquitoes, ticks, and other insects with a specific focus on Lyme Disease. As part of their job 

duties, this new position would help to raise awareness and create informational materials about 

Lyme Disease for the general public and for patients or potential patients of Lyme Disease or 

other vector-borne diseases. 

  
In a fiscal estimate for a bill last session regarding Lyme Disease, DHS noted that they do not 

have staff dedicated to this growing public health concern. Providing DHS with a new position 

focused on Lyme Disease and other vector-borne diseases will not only allow DHS to produce 

more informational documents for the public on Lyme Disease and provide better analysis of 

surveillance and reporting data, but it will foster a stronger relationship with providers and local 

health departments throughout the state who have the potential to make the largest impact on this 

issue. 
  



Providing this position acts as a state commitment to address Lyme Disease and will allow 

Wisconsin to better prepare for and adapt to other current and any future vector-borne diseases 

that threaten Wisconsin residents. 
  
If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email, contact 

Senator Cowles’ office at 6-0484, or contact Representative Mursau’s office at 6-3780 before 

4:00 PM on Tuesday, June 4, 2019. Your name will be added to the Senate and Assembly 

version unless otherwise specified. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill increases the authorized positions for the Department of Health Services by one 

full-time position to provide for an advanced epidemiologist dedicated to vector-borne diseases 

spread by mosquitoes, ticks, and other insects, with a specific focus on Lyme disease, whose job 

duties will include raising awareness and creating informational materials about Lyme disease 

and other vector-borne diseases for the general public and for patients and potential patients of 

these diseases. 
  
 


