
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO:                  All Legislators 
  
FROM:            Senator Robert Cowles 

                        Senator Mark Miller 
                        Representative Jeff Mursau 
                        Representative Nick Milroy 
  
DATE:            Wednesday, May 22, 2019 

  
RE:                  Co-Sponsorship of LRB 1652/1 relating to: establishing a tick-borne disease 

study committee 
  
DEADLINE:  4:00 PM on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 
  

  
The problem of Lyme Disease is growing 

and shows no signs of slowing. While about 

a dozen other states have taken actions to 

address the disease in recent sessions, 

Wisconsin has fallen behind. Rates of Lyme 

Disease have doubled in the last decade 

and experts believe the number of cases 

may actually be much higher. This co-

sponsorship memo is the fifth in a series of 

five steps to improve our approach to the 

disease and foster continued discussions to 

bite back against Lyme Disease in 

Wisconsin. 

  
LRB 1652 establishes a sixteen-member study committee with experts from state agencies, the 

medical profession, local government, the insurance industry, and more to create a report for the 

legislature within 36-months on consensus-based recommendations for policy changes on 

awareness, prevention, surveillance, diagnosis, reporting, and treatment of Lyme Disease and 

other tick-borne diseases. Some of the topics discussed will include the use of long-term 

antibiotics by providers, the coverage of long-term antibiotics by insurance providers, and the 

notification of patients for the increased potential of a false negative test early in the disease’s 

progression. 
  
As the other pieces of legislation in this package only represent a first step, there may be other 

changes that can be made to combat Lyme Disease. By creating a multi-disciplinary committee 

with people with academic, practical, and first-hand knowledge to convene, decision-makers in 

the Legislature, state agencies, and beyond will have consensus-based recommendations to 

produce the biggest possible dent in the issue of Lyme Disease. 
  



If you have questions or would like to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email, contact 

Senator Cowles’ office at 6-0484, or contact Representative Mursau’s office at 6-3780 before 

4:00 PM on Tuesday, June 4, 2019. Your name will be added to the Senate and Assembly 

version unless otherwise specified. 
  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  
This bill creates a Tick-borne Disease Study Committee consisting of the secretary of 

health services, the secretary of natural resources, the commissioner of insurance, and 13 

members appointed by the governor. Under the bill, the Tick-borne Disease Study Committee 

studies issues involving awareness, prevention, surveillance, diagnosis, reporting, and treatment 

of Lyme disease andother tick-borne diseases and submits a report containing policy 

recommendations to the legislature within three years after the bill takes effect. 
  
 


