
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

To:             All Legislators 

  

From:        Representative Robert Brooks; Senator Dave Craig 

                   

Date:         Wednesday, February 6, 2019  

  

Re:             Co-sponsorship of LRB-1641/1—relating to: allowing an elector to show his 

or her ballot                         

  

Deadline:  Wednesday, February 13, 2019. 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Under current law, an elector is prohibited from showing his or her marked ballot to 

any person. This prohibition extends to the posting of ballot photos to social media. As 

social media has become a platform for many to voice their opinions and share life 

moments, Wisconsin law interferes with First Amendment rights of state electors to 

share photos of their completed ballot. In April 2017, the United States Supreme Court 

declined to hearRideout v. Gardner, opting to keep the First Circuit's outcome defending 

that a New Hampshire ban on sharing ballot photographs was facially unconstitutional. 

Although the First Circuit's ruling affects only that region, this bill seeks to eliminate 

any unconstitutional burden which currently restricts Wisconsin electors' First 

Amendment free speech rights before such a case may be initiated in our state. 

  

Wisconsin is currently one of eighteen states that prohibits photos of marked ballots 

being shown to other persons by an elector. Wisconsin needs to remove such an 

outdated law, as it was created to prevent vote over a century ago. This bill restores 

electors' First Amendment rights on Election Day. 

  

If you are interested in co-sponsoring this legislation, please reply to this e-mail or call 

Representative Rob Brooks' office at 7-2369 or Senator Dave Craig's office at 6-5400 

by Wednesday, February 13, 2019 at 5:00 P.M.  You will be automatically added to the 

senate bill unless directed otherwise. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 



            Under current law, an elector who shows his or her marked ballot to any person 

or places a mark upon the ballot so it is identifiable as his or her ballot is guilty of a 

Class I felony. This bill eliminates that prohibition. 
  

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
  
 


