
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

DATE:            Thursday, April 25, 2019 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:           Representative Joan Ballweg 

                        Senator Luther Olsen 
  

RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-1598/1, relating to: placing, possessing, or 
transporting a bow or crossbow in or on a motorboat, vehicle, all-terrain 
vehicle, or utility terrain vehicle. 

  

DEADLINE: Friday, May 10, 2019 at 5:00 PM 
  

 
  
This legislation is in response to action taken by the Wisconsin Conservation Congress (WCC) 

and at the suggestion of a constituent of the 41st Assembly District and 14th Senate District. 
  
At the September 2018 meeting of the WCC Legislative Committee, a citizen resolution was 

advanced proposing legislation to remove mandatory uncocking or encasing requirements of 

unloaded crossbows. One comment from the discussion put it concisely, "It seems crossbows were 

left out when the current law for uncased firearms was passed." This legislation would correct that 

omission. 

  
For those who are unaware of how crossbows operate, cocking means stretching the string back 

into a latch before a bolt is placed on the flight groove. At that point, the string has a great amount 

of potential energy (usually between 80 to 100 foot-pounds of kinetic energy upon release). 

Uncocking a crossbow is the task of slowly and carefully releasing the string from the latch, 

thereby relaxing the string to its original position and removing the stored energy. This latter part 

can be dangerous, due to the amount of power the string is holding. Feel free to watch this 

informational video with the constituent's explanation and 

demonstration: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d2FrriQSfY&feature=youtu.be 

  
This bill would align crossbow laws with bow and firearm laws, creating simplicity for sportsmen 

wanting to follow the law. In addition to streamlining the statutes, there is a safety concern for 

those who use crossbows. Thumb injuries from uncocking a crossbow are fairly frequent. 

However, there is a lower likelihood of injury from unloaded and cocked crossbow discharges 

when the safety is engaged. This legislation addresses the safety concerns and provides consistent 

application of encasing requirements. 

  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please respond to this e-mail or contact Roy in 

Representative Ballweg's office at 6-8077 or Shelby in Senator Olsen's office at 6-0751 by Friday, 

May 10, 2019 at 5:00 PM 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d2FrriQSfY&feature=youtu.be


 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

Under current law, a firearm, bow, or crossbow may not be placed, possessed, or 

transported in or on a motorboat or vehicle, except that the restrictions on placing or possessing 

a firearm on a vehicle do not apply if the vehicle is stationary. This bill adds that the restrictions 

on placing or possessing a bow or crossbow on a vehicle do not apply if the vehicle is stationary. 

A vehicle, in this context, includes every device by which any person or property is or may be 

transported or drawn upon a highway, except railroad trains and personal delivery devices. 
  
Under current law, a bow or crossbow may not be possessed by a person operating an all-

terrain vehicle or utility terrain vehicle, unless the bow does not have an arrow nocked or the 

crossbow is not cocked or is unloaded and enclosed in a carrying case. This bill adds that the 

restrictions on possessing a crossbow while operating an ATV or UTV do not apply when the ATV 

or UTV is stationary. Also under this bill, a cocked but unloaded crossbow may be outside a 

carrying case. 
 


