
To:       Legislative Colleagues 

From:  Representative Mike Rohrkaste and Senator Albert Darling 
  
Date:   April 3, 2019 

Re:       Co-Sponsorship of LRB-1565/1 & LRB 2653/1:  Mental health clinical 
consultations under the MA program 

Deadline:  Friday, April 12, at 4:00 PM 

According to the 2018 report by the Office of Children's Mental Health, 24% of young 
adults in Wisconsin have been diagnosed with a mental illness.  At the same time that 
mental illness rates are rising, there is a real shortage of mental health providers for 
children across our state. 

In the 2017-2019 budget, we instituted a new code in MA that enables providers to 
receive reimbursements for consultations in schools.  During these consultations, 
therapists are able to speak with teachers and school personnel about student treatment 
plans and implementing them at school.  This is crucial to student success and creating 
trauma-informed classrooms across Wisconsin.  Unfortunately, this provision is set to 
sunset on June 30, 2019. 

LRB 1565 and 2653 remove the sunset on this important program.  In addition, LRB 
1565 and 2653 expand the mental health consultation code to include consultation with 
parents.  Parent engagement is incredibly important for successful therapeutic 
outcomes.  As technology enables health care providers to connect with patients and 
parents, we must update statutes to accommodate and connect even more Wisconsinites 
with healthcare.  

LRB 1565 and 2653 appropriate $177,100 GPR in each year of the 2019-2021 biennium 
into this reimbursement.  Any unused funds will revert back to the general fund. 

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Rachel Keith in Senator 
Darling's office at 6-5830 or Matt Pulda in Representative Rohrkaste's office at 6-
5719 by 4:00 PM on Friday, April 12.  All co-sponsors will be added to both versions of 
the bill unless otherwise specified. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
Current law requires the Department of Health Services to reimburse clinical 
consultations for students who are under 21 years of age under the Medical Assistance 
program until June 30, 2019.  Clinical consultations are communications from a mental 
health professional or qualified treatment trainee to another individual to inform, 
inquire, and instruct on the symptoms, strategies for care and intervention, and 
treatment expectations for the student and to direct and coordinate clinical service 
components.  This bill adds communications to a parent of the student as a 
reimbursable clinical consultation.  The bill also eliminates the June 30, 2019, 
termination date on the clinical consultation reimbursement. 
  

https://children.wi.gov/Documents/2018%20OCMH%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://children.wi.gov/Documents/2018%20OCMH%20Annual%20Report.pdf


For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
 


