
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

TO:                All Legislators 

FROM:          Representatives David Crowley & Jimmy Anderson 

                      Senators Dave Hanson & Chris Larson 

DATE:           July 23, 2019 

RE:  Co-sponsorship of LRB-1554/1, relating to: requiring candidates for president or vice 

president to file tax returns with the Elections Commission.  
  

DEADLINE: Friday, August 2nd at 12pm 

  

  
Since President Richard Nixon, each presidential candidate has voluntarily released their tax 

returns for the public to discern. This long-standing precedent has provided the public with a way 

to hold presidential candidates accountable for their financial behavior. Government 

transparency is one important pillar of democracy, ensuring public officials act responsibly and 

have the trust of the American people. 
  

This precedent was broken, however, during President Trump's presidential campaign. By failing 

to release his tax returns, President Trump actively hid important financial information from the 

American people. Irrespective of ideology, failure to release important financial information to 

the public weakens the entire democratic process. 
  

LRB-1554 would require each candidate running for president or vice president to submit copies 

of their federal tax returns for the 3 most recent years for which the candidate filed such returns, 

in addition with his or her declaration of candidacy. The Elections Commission would then post 

the returns on the internet site within 48 hours of receiving the information, but will not disclose 

any social security or tax identification numbers. 
  

Within every level of government, transparency and accountability are necessary for a successful 

democracy. Future presidential candidates must release their tax returns in order to strengthen the 

democratic process for all Wisconsinites. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor LRB-1554, please contact Representative Crowley's office at 6-5580 

or Rep.Crowley@legis.wisconsin.gov by 12pm on Friday, August 2nd. 
  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill requires each candidate for president or vice president to submit with his or her 

declaration of candidacy copies of the candidate's federal tax returns for the three most recent 

years for which the candidate filed such returns. 
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