
 
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

TO:                 Members of the Wisconsin State Legislature 
FROM:           Senators Lena Taylor, Alberta Darling, and Patty Schachtner 
                         Representatives Mike Rohrkaste and David Bowen 
DATE:            May 21, 2019 
RE:                  Co-sponsorship of LRB 1548/1 relating to: grants to the Center for Suicide 
Awareness, Inc., 

          and making an appropriation. 
DEADLINE:  05/30/2019 

 
This bill is being reintroduced from last session. 
  
Wisconsin youth are taking their own lives at record numbers, regardless of gender or socio-
economic background.  This spike can be attributed to a prevalence of mental health conditions for 
children ages 3-17 that include anxiety, depression, behavioral and conduct, and other mental health 
conditions. 
  
The Wisconsin Office of Children's Mental Health 2018 Annual Report to the state legislature 
identifies information that demands a legislative response.  Notable trends contained in the report 
included: 

•         Wisconsin suicide rates increased more than national rates 
•         There was a decrease in early childhood screenings for social, emotional, behavioral, or 

developmental disabilities and delays from 34% in 2011/12 to 27% in 2016. 
•         Youth mental health hospitalizations in Wisconsin are higher than the national rate, with 

3,030 annual youth psychiatric hospitalizations at a cost of $25 million incurred by 23 state 
and private hospitals 

•         Wisconsin ranks 42nd in the nation for youth access to mental health care and 14th for adults 
•         Increase in the percentage of young adults in Wisconsin diagnosed with a mental illness, 

which was at 24% in 2015/16. 
  

To learn more, https://children.wi.gov/Documents/2018%20OCMH%20Annual%20Report.pdf 
  
According to the Department of Public Instruction (DPI), suicide is the 3rd leading causing of death 
for youth in the country, and the 2nd in Wisconsin.  Often the frontline of youth interaction, mental 
health shows up in schools via poor academic performance, excessive absenteeism, behavioral 
problems, bullying, and possible violence.  As a way to address this public health crisis, schools 
received $6 million for school mental health initiatives in the 2017-19 Wisconsin budget. 
  
This bill would require DPI to provide grants of $110,000 annually to the Center for Suicide 
Awareness, Inc., for the HOPELINE™ program.  HOPELINE™ is a free text-based service that offers 
emotional support, information, and resources from trained professionals, before situations rise to 
crisis level. HOPELINE™ provides access to free, statewide, 24/7 assistance via a medium that youth 
already use and trust: texting.  
  
Youth are not much different from adults in self-medicating to address their 
problems. HOPELINE™ gives youth access to immediate support when it is needed most.  Students 
are able to initiate a text for help on their own.  HOPELINE™ is available to anyone, but is a 
particularly effective tool to reach the state's youth. 

https://children.wi.gov/Documents/2018%20OCMH%20Annual%20Report.pdf


In addition to providing immediate assistance, HOPELINE captures valuable, accurate, data in real 
time, allowing for detailed and searchable key issues. The data collected can be used in the planning 
and deployment of state and county resources. This data can be particularly helpful for rural and 
underserved areas with geographical or resource barriers. 
  
The bill is supported by the Mental Health America of Wisconsin, National Alliance on Mental Illness 
– Wisconsin (NAMI – WI), Wisconsin Council on Mental Health, Disability Rights Wisconsin, 
Wisconsin Family Ties, and Reentry Associates LLC. 
  
The LRB of the bill is attached to this email. 
  
To be added as a cosponsor, please reply to this email or call Sen. Taylor's office at 6-5810. 
  
Deadline for Co-Sponsorship: 05/30/2019 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

This bill requires the Department of Public Instruction to annually provide a grant to the 
Center for Suicide Awareness, Inc. The purpose of the grant is to provide funding for staff, training, 
and expenses related to operating a text-based suicide prevention service. In each of the 2019-20 
and 2020-21 fiscal years, the amount of the grant to the Center for Suicide Awareness, Inc., is 
$110,000. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to 
this bill. 
  
 


