
To:       Legislative Colleagues 
  

From:   Representatives Tod Ohnstad, Chris Taylor, Katrina Shankland 
Senators LaTonya Johnson and Chris Larson    

  
Deadline: August 16, 2019     
  

RE: Lead testing as part of child care center license and child care provider certification - Co-

sponsorship of LRB-1502 
  
Lead poisoning is extremely harmful to young children, who absorb lead faster than adults. Lead 

poisoning can hurt a child's brain and nervous system and slow down growth and development. 

Exposure to lead can also affect almost every organ and system in a child's body. Further 

problems include learning or behavior problems, liver and kidney damage, and hearing loss. 

Extreme cases of lead poisoning may even cause seizures, coma, or death. The effects of lead 

exposure cannot be corrected, so it is imperative that parents, facilities that care for children, and 

others prevent lead exposure in children before it occurs.   
  
Toxic lead exposure in Wisconsin's children is a public health crisis.  4.6% of tested children 

under 6-years-old statewide had elevated blood lead levels.  Flint, Michigan's rate of 4.9% in 

2015 was declared a state of emergency.  Milwaukee's rate of lead poisoning was 8.6% of tested 

children under 6.  Over 10% of tested African American children less than 6-years-old in 

Wisconsin have elevated blood lead levels.  Other Wisconsin communities with higher rates of 

lead poisoning than Flint include Watertown, Buffalo County, and Sheboygan County, ranging 

from 6.2% to 8.4%.   

  
The goal of this legislation is to make sure the drinking water in child care centers is lead free. 

This bill adds a requirement for both a child care center license and a child care provider 

certification that an applicant for a new, renewal, or continued license or certification test 

drinking water for lead contamination in a building used or to be used for child care within six 

months before submitting the application. 
  
Please find attached a copy of the bill. To sign on, please contact Rep. Ohnstad at 

Rep.Ohnstad@legis.wi.gov or at (6-0455) or Sen. Johnson at (6-2500) or 

Sen.Johnson@legis.wisconsin.gov by 5pm on August 16. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau   

This bill requires child care centers and child care providers to test for lead in drinking 

water and to provide potable water if lead contamination is found in order to obtain, renew, or 

continue a child care center license or child care provider certification. 
Under current law, no person may for compensation provide care and supervision for four 

or more children under the age of seven for less than 24 hours a day unless that person obtains a 

license to operate a child care center from the Department of Children and Families.  To be 

licensed, current law requires a person to meet the minimum requirements established by 

DCF.  Under current law, a child care center license is valid until revoked or suspended, but must 

be reviewed every two years. 



Current law also requires a person, other than a licensed child care center, to be certified 

by DCF in order to be eligible to receive payment for providing child care services for an 

individual who is determined eligible for a Wisconsin Shares child care subsidy.  To be certified, 

current law requires a child care provider to meet minimum requirements established by 

DCF.  Under current rules promulgated by DCF, a child care provider certification is valid for 

two years unless revoked or suspended, and must be renewed if the provider continues to comply 

with certification standards. 

This bill adds as a minimum requirement for both a child care center license and a child 

care provider certification that an applicant for a new, renewal, or continued license or 

certification (applicant) test drinking water for lead contamination in a building used or to be 

used for child care within six months before submitting the application.  The bill defines lead 

contamination to be a concentration of lead that is greater than 0.005 mg/L.  Testing required 

under the bill must be done in accordance with rules promulgated by the Department of Natural 

Resources. 
Under the bill, if a test shows lead contamination, the applicant must continue testing as 

required by DNR, notify parents of children under its care and supervision of the test results that 

show the contamination, provide safe drinking water to the facility until the contamination is 

remediated, and provide proof in its application that the applicant has complied with these 

requirements.  At six-month intervals following the issuance, renewal, or continuation of the 

license or certification, the applicant must demonstrate to DCF that it remains in compliance 

with these requirements until a test result shows no lead contamination. 

  
 


