
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Sen. André Jacque 

Rep. Warren Petryk 
  
DATE: February 12, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-1495/1, Wisconsin Veterans ID Eligibility Expansion 

  
DEADLINE: Tuesday, February 26 at 5:00pm 

  
  
All 50 states now offer a military veteran designation that can be printed on state-issued driver’s 
licenses or IDs. Wisconsin’s veterans designation was first implemented five years ago and has 
quickly become popular as an easy way for veterans to demonstrate proof of their military service 
without having to carry around their DD-214 form or other documents with sensitive personal 
information.  There is no cost to veterans for including the veteran designation, although there has 
been confusion for some veterans who have gone to the DMV for a new license and had their 
request for a veterans identifier declined due to not meeting the requisite active duty requirements 
in current law. 
  
We will be introducing LRB 1495 to expand eligibility for the veterans identifier to include any 
current or former member of the U.S. armed forces, a reserve unit of the U.S. armed forces, or the 
national guard that was not dishonorably discharged. 
  
To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Nik in 
Sen. Jacque’s office at 6-3512 or Anna in Rep. Petryk’s office at 6-0660 by 5:00pm on 
Tuesday, February 26th. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  

Under current law, a veteran of the U.S. armed forces may elect to indicate his or her veteran status 
on his or her Wisconsin operator's license or identification card. “Veteran" is a defined term that 
includes individuals who have served a specified period of active duty in the U.S. armed forces. 
  
This bill creates a definition of “veteran" that includes any current or former member of the U.S. 
armed forces, a reserve unit of the U.S. armed forces, or the national guard for the purpose of 
enabling such a person to indicate on his or her operator's license or identification card that he or 
she is a veteran. 
  
For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix to this 
bill. 
 


