
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

TO: All Legislators 
  
FROM: Representatives John Spiros and Melissa Sargent 

Senators Jerry Petrowski and Tim Carpenter 
  

DATE: Tuesday, July 23, 2019 
  
RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB 1449 – Erin's Law 
  
DEADLINE: Thursday, August 1st at 5pm 

  

There are 42 million survivors of child sexual abuse in America. 1 in 4 girls and 1 in 6 boys are 

sexually assaulted before age 18.  Additionally, 90% of these children are sexually abused by 

someone they know and trust.  However, many of these children will live with this secret for 

months or years, or may never tell someone what happened to them. 

  

Currently children learn tornado drills, fire drills and other measures to keep them safe in school, 

but schools are not required to teach children about how to protect themselves from sexual 

predators or to tell a trusted adult if someone is abusing them. This bill, Erin's Law, will ensure 

that children are taught to protect themselves and give them the resources to speak out if they 

encounter abuse. 

  

Erin's Law requires that all public schools implement a prevention-oriented child sexual abuse 

program.  This bill requires the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) to develop model policy 

for an educational program for grades K through 6 that teaches students age-appropriate 

techniques to recognize child sexual abuse and tell a trusted adult. This program would be taught 

annually, and would build on the instruction from the previous year. School boards can either 

adopt DPI's model policy, or they can implement their own policy as long as it addresses the 

requirements specified in the bill.  Additionally the bill includes a parental involvement 

component to inform parents on child sexual abuse topics. 

  

Erin's Law has been passed in 37 states and introduced in 11 more. In states where the bill has 

been passed, there are multiple stories of children coming forward to report their sexual assault 

after going through the sexual abuse program in school. This has resulted in sexual predators 

being put behind bars 

  

Erin's Law is named after childhood sexual assault survivor, author, speaker and activist Erin 

Merryn, who is the founder and President of Erin's Law, a non-profit social welfare organization. 

Erin's Law was first introduced and adopted in her home state of Illinois, and it has since caught 

on nationwide. Erin's story and subsequent advocacy has been featured on CNN, Oprah, Good 



Morning America, and Katie Couric, just to name a few. For more information, please visit: 

http://erinslaw.org/ 

  

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, or if you have any questions, please reply to this 

email or contact Erin in Rep. Spiros's office (6-1182) by 5 p.m. on Thursday, August 1. Senator 

Petrowski will be authoring the Senate bill.  
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

This bill requires the Department of Public Instruction to develop, by July 1, 2020, a child 
sexual abuse prevention policy and instructional program to be provided to pupils in 
grades kindergarten to six. DPI must include in the program an age-appropriate curriculum 
to provide pupils with the knowledge and tools to escape from a sexual abuse situation and 
communicate incidents of sexual abuse. Under the bill, beginning in the 2021-22 school 
year, each school board must provide a child sexual abuse prevention instructional 
program to pupils in grades kindergarten to six. Each school board must adopt and 
administer either DPI's program or its own child sexual abuse prevention instructional 
program. 
 


