
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

To:            All Legislators 

  

From:        Senators Alberta Darling, Chris Larson, Tim Carpenter, and Lena Taylor 

                   Representatives Jessie Rodriguez and David Crowley 

            

Date:         February 27, 2019 

  

Re:             Co-sponsorship of LRB 1412/1:  professional development training in character 

education for teachers, principals, and school district administrators, granting rule-making 

authority, and making an appropriation. 

  

Deadline: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Much of a young student's life is devoted to time in the classroom. This time in the classroom is 

a great opportunity to develop and reinforce the core values upon which character is formed. 

  

Character education is a learning process that enables students and adults in a school community 

to understand, care about, and act on core ethical values such as respect, justice, civic virtue and 

citizenship, and responsibility for self and others. 

  

Schools like Brown Deer Middle/High School and school districts like South Milwaukee have 

been named Wisconsin Schools of Character and have been recognized for their exemplary 

character education programs. 

  

This bill provides $100,000 annually for the funding to the Department of Public Instruction to 

award grants to allow for teachers and school leaders to participate in professional development 

training in character education. This bill would also allow teachers and school district 

administrators to use their character education training toward any professional development 

requirements needed for their license. 

  

If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation, please contact Senator Darling's office at 6-

5830 or Representative Rodriguez's office at 6-0610. You can also reply to this email. 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

  

This bill authorizes the Department of Public Instruction to award grants to school districts for 

teachers, pupil service professionals, principals, and school district administrators to participate 

in professional development trainings in character education. Under the bill, DPI is authorized to 

make these grants for 24 months. 

  

For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
 


