
TO:                    Legislative Colleagues 
FROM:              Sen. Jeff Smith, Sen. Mark Miller, Sen. Dave Hansen 
DATE:               February 11, 2019 
RE:                    Co-sponsorship of the Voter Protection Act (LRB 1404/1) 
DEADLINE:   Monday, February 25, 2019 at 5pm 
  
Voting is our most fundamental right in democracy. Casting a ballot without fear of reprisal or 
harassment is essential to our voting process. Creating a welcoming atmosphere for new voters 
and an efficient process for dedicated voters is a must. 
  
We are introducing LRB 1404/1 as an updated draft of the 2009 Voter Protection Act. 
Numerous changes affecting voter rights have been enacted into law throughout recent sessions, 
but the Voter Protection Act (VPA) is a comprehensive reform bill to better protect voters and 
make it easier to vote on Election Day. 
  
The Voter Protection Act: 

•         Introduces Universal Voter Registration – To make registration easier and more 
accessible, the VPA requires the Elections Commission to confidentially facilitate the 
registration of all eligible voters, with the strictest adherence to individual privacy 
protection practices. 

•         Includes Electronic Voter Registration – Voters will be able to electronically register to 
vote with a secure website maintained by the Elections Commission. 

•         Protects Voters from Deception – Grants voter suppression victims greater legal rights. 
Requires the Elections Commission to immediately investigate voter deception 
complaints and work closely with local authorities for prosecution. 

•         Increases Penalties for Voter Intimidation and Suppression – Sends a clear message to 
individuals engaging in voter intimidation, suppression, deception and coercion by 
dramatically increasing penalties. 

•         Creates the “Voters Bill of Rights” – Provides clear and reasonable protections for 
voters. 

•         Provides Election Officials with Additional Tools – Provides our hardworking clerks 
and election volunteers with the ability to better serve non-English speaking voters and 
better information to educate clerks and volunteers.  

  
Citizens deserve the greatest protections for their most precious rights as Americans. We owe it 
to all the participants of our democracy to pass strong protections for voters of all different 
political stripes and motivations for making their choices on Election Day.  
  
Please call or email our offices before 5PM on February 25, 2019 if you have any 
questions or would like to sign onto this bill. Please see attached bill for full 
Legislative Reference Bureau Analysis. 
  
 


