
To: Legislative Colleagues 

From: Senator Dale Kooyenga, Representative James 

Date: Wednesday, March 13, 2019 
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-1395/1 – relating to: late payment of tuition benefits for student 

veterans enrolled in the University of Wisconsin System or a technical college. 
  
Deadline: Friday, March 22, 2019 

  
Dear Colleagues, 
  
Thousands of veterans and military dependents across the nation were recently forced to wait 

longer than normal to receive their tuition benefits from the Department of Veteran Affairs (VA). 

Several of these students were charged late fees, barred from registering for classes, or were 

forced to drop courses until the payment was received. 
  

Congress responded with passage of the Veterans Benefits and Transition Act, which was signed 

into law on December 31, 2018. The law requires that in order for a school to be approved for GI 

Bill benefits, they must adopt a policy that disallows the school from imposing a late fee, denial 

of access to facilities, or other such penalties against a veteran or eligible dependent due to late 

payment of tuition or fees from the VA. Schools are then allowed to require students to provide 

documentation to ensure that they are entitled to GI Bill benefits. 

  
LRB 1395 provides further protection for students by replicating the federal law at the state 

level. This bill prohibits any UW System school or technical college from taking adverse action 

against a student veteran whose financial aid package includes federal veterans tuition benefits 

based upon the benefits not being timely received. 
  
By enacting this bill, we further prevent students from paying the penalty for the mistakes of the 

VA. 
  

If you wish to co-sponsor this bill, please reply to this email or contact Senator Kooyenga’s 

office at 6-2512 or Representative James’ office at 6-9172. All co-sponsors will be added to the 

companion version of the bill unless otherwise requested. 

  
Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill prohibits any University of Wisconsin System school or technical college from taking 

adverse action against a student veteran whose financial aid package includes federal veterans 

tuition benefits as a result of the UW school's or technical college's failure to receive payment of 

these benefits by the tuition deadline. 
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
  

 


