
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Sen. André Jacque 

Rep. Paul Tittl 
Rep. Ron Tusler 

  
DATE: February 25, 2019 
  
RE: Co-Sponsorship of LRB-1382/1, adding a circuit court branch in Adams, Calumet, Clark, 
Dunn, Eau Claire, Jackson, Langlade, Manitowoc, Marathon, Sawyer, Vilas, and Waushara 
counties. 

  
DEADLINE: Friday, March 8 at 5:00pm 

  
  
We will be introducing legislation jointly requested by the Chief Judges of Wisconsin Circuit 
Courts to create 12 additional circuit court branches across the state in counties objectively 
determined to have the greatest need by the legislatively-directed weighted caseload metric: 
Adams, Calumet, Clark, Dunn, Eau Claire, Jackson, Langlade, Manitowoc, Marathon, Sawyer, 
Vilas, and Waushara.  The additional judgeships would begin on August 1 of next year. 
  
Inadequate judicial capacity to handle cases leads to prolonged delays in the justice system for 
the disposition of cases, drawing out the court process in a way that can hinder opportunities 
for defendants to get treatment, victims to find closure, and judges to participate in programs 
like treatment courts. 
  
As an example of the current imbalance, Calumet County has the largest population per judge 
of any circuit in Wisconsin, and the addition of a second judge would still place the population 
per judge at above the statewide average (in fact, eleven of the circuits with a lower population 
than Calumet County have two judges, and two lesser-populated counties have three judges). 
  
In 1977, the voters of Wisconsin approved constitutional amendments reorganizing 
Wisconsin's court system. The reorganization eliminated county courts and created circuit 
courts that were given original jurisdiction of all matters civil and criminal. After court 
reorganization was completed in 1980, there were 190 circuit court judges in Wisconsin. Since 
1980, an additional 59 judgeships have been created, bringing the total number of circuit 
judges in Wisconsin to 249. The last judgeships were created in 2007 when judgeships were 
added to Barron, Chippewa, Dodge, Green, Juneau, Kenosha, Monroe, and St. Croix counties. 

  
To be added as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Nik in 
Sen. Jacque's office at 6-3512 or Steve in Rep. Tittl's office at 6-0315 by 5:00pm on Friday, 
March 8th. You will be added to both the Assembly and Senate versions unless requested 
otherwise. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
  



This bill adds one additional circuit court branch for Adams, Calumet, Clark, Dunn, Eau Claire, 
Jackson, Langlade, Manitowoc, Marathon, Sawyer, Vilas, and Waushara counties effective August 1, 
2020. 
  
For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an appendix 
to this bill. 
 


