
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

TO:      All Legislators 

From:   Representatives Tyler Vorpagel & Lisa Subeck 
Senators Dale Kooyenga, David Craig, and Jon Erpenbach 

  
Date:   February 19, 2019 

  
RE:      LRB 1373—relating to: retail sales of intoxicating liquor for consumption off the 

licensed premises. 

  
DEADLINE: February 27, 2019 3:00 PM 

Under current law, Wisconsin allows alcohol beverage retailers who hold a "Class B" license to 

sell intoxicating liquor for on premise consumption.  Municipalities may also elect, by ordinance, 

to issue "Class B" licenses to retailers that allow for the sale of intoxicating liquor in its original 

package for off-premise consumption. While the sale of beer and wine for off-premise 

consumption is not limited, the sale of intoxicating liquor is limited to four (4) liters "at any one 

time."  

This bill treats spirits sold by a "Class B" licensee the same as beer and wine by eliminating the 

four liter cap.  It allows customers greater convenience by allowing grocers and other holders of 

a "Class B" license to accommodate their customers who desire to buy more than four liters at 

one time.   

Many alcohol beverage retailers, including liquor and grocery stores, are beginning to obtain 

"Class B" licenses to allow for enhanced customer experience including in-store classroom 

activities, tastings and growler stations. Eliminating the four-liter cap on intoxicating liquor will 

ensure compliance for retailers with "Class B" licenses and efficient customer transactions. 

If you wish to co-sponsor LRB 1373 or its Senate companion, please contact or Ariana in 

Rep.Vorpagel's office at 6-8530 or Sandy in Sen. Kooyenga's office at 6-2512 by February 

27, 2019 at 3:00 PM. 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 
This bill allows certain liquor retailers to sell distilled spirits, in any quantity, for off-premises 

consumption in municipalities that allow such off-premises sales. Under current law, with 

specific exceptions, no person may sell alcohol beverages at retail unless the person possesses a 

license or permit authorizing the sale.   A "Class B" license, issued by a municipality, authorizes 

the retail sale of intoxicating liquor, which includes wine and distilled spirits, for consumption on 

the licensed premises and also authorizes the retail sale, in any quantity, of wine in the original 

package or container for consumption off the licensed premises.  In addition, a municipality may, 

by ordinance, authorize "Class B" licensees to sell, in quantities not exceeding four liters at any 

one time, distilled spirits in the original package or container for consumption off the licensed 

premises. This bill eliminates the four-liter limit on "Class B" licensees for distilled spirits sales 

for off-premises consumption in municipalities that, by ordinance, allow such off-premises sales. 
 


