
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

TO: All Legislators  
  
FROM: Sen. Patrick Testin, Rep. Tony Kurtz 
                Sen. Janet Bewley, Rep. Jimmy Anderson 
  
DATE: Tuesday, February 19th 
  
RE: Co-sponsorship of LRB-1365/1 & LRB-2140/1, relating to pharmacists and pharmacy students 
administering vaccines. 
  
DEADLINE: Friday, March 8th, 2019 
  
Family doctors and other small scale health practitioners, often serving in rural communities, are 
many times unable to afford the cost of purchasing an entire package of vaccinations in order to 
provide a single shot to a patient. Additionally, if these practitioners clear the cost hurdle, they 
would then have to deal with the burden of long term storage and handling of vaccinations, and also 
with the risk of losing the majority of those vaccinations before usage. 
  
Under current law, county officials are restricted from administering vaccinations to an individual if 
they are covered under an insurance plan through a health care provider. Additionally, pharmacists 
in Wisconsin are currently unable to give vaccinations to anyone under the age of 6. Effectively, 
these factors leave many families, particularly those in rural communities, with limited access to 
vaccinations for their children. 
  
We, with the support of the Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin, are introducing LRB-1365/1 & LRB-
2140/1 to help address this access issue. Under this legislation, the age restriction would be 
eliminated for pharmacists who receive a prescription order from a practitioner with prescribing 
authority within 30 days. In addition, this proposal would enable pharmacists or pharmacy 
students (under the direct supervision of a pharmacist) to provide vaccines that are listed in the 
immunization schedule maintained by the federal Center for Disease Control and Prevention, as 
well as any other vaccine not listed but ordered through prescription by a practitioner. 
  
At the request of Children's Hospital to ensure up to date safety measures and best practices, 
pharmacists or pharmacy students must have completed a course on administration of vaccines to 
children under the age of 6. This training does not add additional study hours to what is already 
required, rather this topic simply becomes a component of the course to be completed should a 
pharmacist or a pharmacy student choose to provide this service. 
  
Through this simple reform, families will have access to vaccinations, medical practitioners will still 
maintain a record of the vaccination being given via a prescription order, and pharmacy students 
will gain necessary skills through hands on experience with the administration of vaccines.   
  
To be added on as a co-sponsor of this legislation, please reply to this email or contact Jeff in Sen. 
Testin's office at 6-3123 or Kathryn in Rep. Kurtz's office at 6-8531 by 12:00pm on Friday, March 
8th. All co-sponsors will be added to the corresponding companion version of the bill unless 
specified otherwise. 
  

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 



  

This bill eliminates any patient age restriction for the administration of a vaccine by a 
pharmacist if the vaccine is administered pursuant to the prescription order of a physician 
or other prescribing practitioner issued within the 29 days immediately preceding the day 
on which the vaccine is administered and the pharmacist has satisfied certain education 
requirements. The bill also provides that a pharmacist or a pharmacy student under the 
direct supervision of a pharmacist may administer any vaccine that is listed in the 
immunization schedules published by the federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and any vaccine not so listed if administered pursuant to a prescription order of 
a physician or other practitioner or other requirements are met. 
  

 


