
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
 

  

DATE:           2/21/19 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:           Representative Barb Dittrich 

  

RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-1331/1, relating to: housing navigator grants and 
making an appropriation. 

  

DEADLINE:   February 28, 2019 at 12 PM 
  
This legislation is part of a package drawn from recommendations included in A Hand and a 

Home: Foundations for Success, the 2019-2022 state action plan from the Interagency Council 

on Homelessness (ICH). This plan was referred to in the Wisconsin State Journal as "perhaps the 

state's most coordinated, deepest attempt to prevent and curtail homelessness." The plan asks for 

$3.75 million in new spending annually, with identified performance metrics tied to each funding 

stream to assess the efficacy of those programs. Future investments can be built off this data. 

While we in the Legislature await the ICH's upcoming work in the administration to coordinate 

and collaborate our homeless response, a number of the plan's recommendations require statutory 

changes. We should signal to our partners in the homeless services community and to our 

neighbors in need that we will act quickly to adopt the strategies they provided in A Hand and a 

Home. 

 

LRB 1331/1 is taken directly from Strategy 4.1 of the state action plan released by the ICH. This 

legislation creates a Housing Navigation Grant, funded at $300,000 annually, to work with 

landlords to find available permanent housing units for individuals experiencing homelessness 

and to mediate any disputes that may arise. Some homeless individuals may have a history of 

evictions or criminal convictions, which may hinder their ability to find permanent housing. The 

housing navigator can work with housing providers, as well as the tenants and their case 

managers to provide a link between individuals seeking affordable housing and available units. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation please contact Rep. Steineke's office at 

6-2401 or Rep.Steineke@legis.wi.gov, by Noon on Deadline: February 28, 2019. 
  

  
 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

This bill creates an annual appropriation of $300,000 to be used by the Department 
of Administration to provide grants to Continuum of Care organizations for hiring housing 
navigators. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 



 


