
CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  
 

  

DATE:           2/21/19 
  
TO:                 Legislative Colleagues 
  
FROM:           Representative Jesse James 

  

RE:                 Co-sponsorship of LRB-1316/1, relating to: homelessness case management 
services and making an appropriation. 

  

DEADLINE:   February 28, 2019 at 12 PM 
  
This legislation is part of a package drawn from recommendations included in A Hand and a 

Home: Foundations for Success, the 2019-2022 state action plan from the Interagency Council 

on Homelessness (ICH). This plan was referred to in the Wisconsin State Journal as "perhaps the 

state's most coordinated, deepest attempt to prevent and curtail homelessness." The plan asks for 

$3.75 million in new spending annually, with identified performance metrics tied to each funding 

stream to assess the efficacy of those programs. Future investments can be built off this data. 

While we in the Legislature await the ICH's upcoming work in the administration to coordinate 

and collaborate our homeless response, a number of the plan's recommendations require statutory 

changes. We should signal to our partners in the homeless services community and to our 

neighbors in need that we will act quickly to adopt the strategies they provided in A Hand and a 

Home. 

 

LRB 1316/1 is taken directly from Strategy 2.2 of the state action plan released by the ICH. This 

legislation will add $500,000 annually (a 100% increase) to the Homeless Case Management 

Services (HCMS) program to assist families in shelter with gaining employment or increasing 

their income. This program was created in the 2017-19 budget and provides grants to shelters to 

assist individuals with services ranging from financial management to ensuring the continuation 

of a child's school enrollment attendance. This type of program is in place to assist shelters with 

moving individuals through them quickly and back into permanent housing. 
  
If you would like to co-sponsor this legislation please contact Rep. Steineke's office at 

6-2401 or Rep.Steineke@legis.wi.gov, by Noon on Deadline: February 28, 2019. 
  

  
 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

The bill requires the Department of Children and Families to allocate in each fiscal 
year $1,000,000 of funding under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
block grant program for the Department of Administration to make grants to shelter 
facilities for case management services for homeless families. Current law requires DCF to 
allocate $500,000 of that funding to DOA to make the grants. The bill also increases the 



annual limit on grants to a shelter facility from $50,000 to $75,000. Also, the bill eliminates 
a restriction under current law that limits DCF to making no more than ten grants in total 
each year. In addition, the bill allows shelters to use the grants for professional 
development of case managers, in addition to the uses allowed under current law. The bill 
provides that professional development includes travel expenses necessary for case 
managers to participate in training. However, the bill provides that no more than 10 
percent of a grant can be used for profession development purposes. 

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 
appendix to this bill. 
  
  
 


