
 

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM 

  

To:             All Legislators 

  

From:        Representative Robert Brooks; Senator Duey Stroebel 

                   

Date:         Tuesday, February 26, 2019  

  

Re:             Co-sponsorship of LRB-1283/1—relating to: vacancies in elective offices in 

cities and villages                         

  

Deadline:  Tuesday, March 5, 2019. 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------- 

LRB-1283 was drafted at the request of a local municipality and clarifies state statute as 

it relates to filling vacancies in elected offices at the city and village level. Currently, the 

statutes are convoluted and difficult for readers – including local officials – to 

understand. 

  

This legislation, in addition to making the statute easier to understand, applies the same 

procedures for filling vacancies to villages as cities. There is a lack of uniformity in the 

current process for filling vacated offices in those jurisdictions.  

  

Current law and this bill stipulates that a special election to fill a vacancy in a city or 

village may be held as follows: 

1.      If the vacancy occurs no later than December 1, the municipality holds the 

special election concurrently with the spring election. 

2.      If the vacancy occurs after December 1, the municipality holds the special 

election concurrently with the spring election in the following year. 

3.      If the vacancy occurs no later than June 1, the municipality holds the special 

election concurrently with the general election. 

4.      If the vacancy occurs after June 1, the municipality holds the special election 

concurrently with the general election in the following year. 

  

LRB-1283 clarifies that a vacancy in an elective office may be filled by appointing a 

successor to serve for the remainder of an unexpired term or until a special election is 

held or the office may remain vacant until an election is held. 



 

We worked closely with the League of Wisconsin Municipalities on this draft to ensure 

the language is more readable and consistent processes apply to both villages and cities, 

without having to make substantive changes. 

  

If you are interested in co-sponsoring this legislation, please reply to this e-mail or call 

Representative Rob Brooks' office at 7-2369 or Senator Duey Stroebel's office at 6-7513 

by Tuesday, March 5, 2019 at 5:00 P.M.  You will be automatically added to the Senate 

bill unless directed otherwise. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------- 

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau 

            This bill reorganizes the statutes prescribing the methods for filling vacancies in 

elective offices in cities and villages. Under current law and under the bill, a special 

election to fill a vacancy in a city or village office may be held as follows: 

1.      If the vacancy occurs no later than December 1, the municipality holds the 

special election concurrently with the spring election. 

2.      If the vacancy occurs after December 1, the municipality holds the special 

election concurrently with the spring election in the following year. 

3.      If the vacancy occurs no later than June 1, the municipality holds the special 

election concurrently with the general election. 

4.      If the vacancy occurs after June 1, the municipality holds the special election 

concurrently with the general election in the following year. 

  

The bill also clarifies that a vacancy in an elective office in a city and village may be 

filled by appointing a successor to serve for the residue of the unexpired term or until a 

special election is held or the office may remain vacant until an election is held. 
  

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as an 

appendix to this bill. 
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